Calling Those Things Which Be Not As Though They Were

Introduction

· We all want to have success in every area of our lives.

· But do we see success?

· If not, why not?

· Do we do things God’s way?

· If we want God’s success we have to do things God’s way. 

· God’s way of success is found in Romans 4:17.

17¶ (As it is written, I have made thee a father of many nations,) before him whom he believed, even God, who quickeneth the dead, and calleth those things which be not as though they were.
Words and Things

· The Hebrew word for word or words is dabar (Strong’s 1697; TWOT 399a). 

· It is used 1439 times in the Old Testament. 

· The KJV translates dabar 807 times as word or words; 231 times as thing or things; 401 times as a variety of related words. 

· From this we can see that things are related to words. 

· In fact things exist because of words. 

· God spoke and created every thing. He did it by speaking words (dabar). 

· So things are words that have not been planted, they are words that have not been sown. 

· An orange tree is real and exists in a seed but you won’t see the orange tree until the seed is sown. 

· When the seed is sown, it is conceived. 

· It then grows (strengthens) as you continue to speak it into existence. 

· It is then birthed when the word is manifested as a thing. 

What Are We Calling?
· Romans 4:17 says to, “…call those things which be not as though they were”.
· It does not say:  
· “to call those things that are as though they are not” or 
· “to call those things that are as though they are”. 

· Joel 3:10 says, “Let the weak say, I am strong”.

· It does not say, “Let the weak say I am not weak”.

· It does not say, “Let the weak say I am weak”.
· Many uninformed believers will say something like, “I am not sick” or “I don’t have a cough or cancer”. 
· This is calling those things that are (sickness) as though they weren’t. 

· Emphasis is put on the sickness, not the healing. 
· Words of sickness are being spoken, not words of healing.

· We should be saying something like, “Thank you Lord that I am healed, I call my body strong” etc. 

· You are calling those things that are not (healing) as though they were already so. 

· Now, the emphasis is put on healing and not sickness. Words of healing are being spoken, not words of sickness.

Saying It As It Is

· Many well-meaning Christians will say they are sick, or poor, or their business is bad, or their marriage is failing etc.

· They then say, “Well I am just saying it as it is, I am just being real”.
· Yes they are being real - real carnal!

· And real clueless when it comes to understanding faith, 

· No, we need to call things how we want them to be – how God wants them to be.
Calling Something New

· In Genesis 17:5, 15, 16 God gave Abram and Sarai new names.
· By calling Sarai, Sarah and Abram, Abraham God was enabling them and others to speak their future into existence. 

· The words were also helping to change their self-image.

· Every time their names were spoken their future was being prophesied. 
· Their names were saying in effect, “I am the father of many nations and my princess is the mother of nations.”
· Their words were reaching into the spirit realm where their miracle was.

· Their words were beginning to draw out the miracle that God had promised.

· Their words were coming into agreement with what God had spoken in Genesis 15:1-6.

· 2 Corinthians 5:7 we need to walk by faith NOT by sight. 

· We need our words to line up with God’s words; either His written word or a specific word that He has spoken to us.

· Speaking such words helps us to maintain our faith until the manifestation arrives.

· Amos 3:3 says that two can not walk together unless they agree.

· We can not walk with God unless our words agree with His.

· When the word of God is spoken, the power of the devil is broken.
· The difference between their old names and new names was the latter ‘h’. 

· In Hebrew ‘h’ is ‘hei’ and is the 5th letter – 5 is the number of grace.

· In English ‘h’ is the 8th letter – 8 is the number of new beginnings.

· The letter ‘hei’ (or grace) was added to Abram to make Abraham.

· The letter +++ was removed from Sarai before the ‘hei’ was added.

· This is significant because the Hebrew letter +++ is the 10th letter and the number 10 is the number of the Law.

· NOTE – the Law had to be removed before grace could be added! 
Refuse to be Called…

· Now Abraham and Sarah were no longer to be called by their old names. 

· Maybe at first Abraham had to say “My name isn’t Abram any longer, now it is Abraham”. 

· Maybe at first Sarah had to say, “My name isn’t Sarai any longer, now it is Sarah”.
· Moses refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter (Hebrews 11:24).
· There was a consequence to this (verse 25).

· He couldn’t be called the son of God if he chose to be the son of man.  

· What do we have to refuse to be called?

· Refuse to be called sick or weak or slow or stupid.

· Refuse your marriage to be called breaking up etc.

The Importance of Names

· Names are powerful. 
· In Bible times names were given depending on the hope that you had for your child or any characteristics they displayed as a baby.

· Matthew 1:21-23 – Jesus was to be called according to what He was going to do.
· John 14:13 and 15:16 tell us that His name represents all that He is. 
· His name represents Him.

· I AM – Exodus 3:10-14. God is so much that it is impossible for us to fully describe Him in a single word or few words.
· God was saying to Moses, Don’t worry I AM able to help. 
· Whatever you need I AM able to provide. 
· Whatever happens I AM able to deliver.

· I AM is present tense. 
· Jesus is the ever present I AM. He is always with us. 
· When we speak His name in faith we have the power of Jesus available at our disposal. 

Positive Confession
· Positive confession is NOT saying something that isn’t so hoping that it will become so.
· Positive confession is agreeing with God’s word – remember Amos 3:3 and Joel 3:10. 
· It is lining your words up with God’s word.
· Our words are spiritual. They can have death or life (Proverbs 18:21). 
· In John 6:63 Jesus said, “The words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life”. 
· Our words are no different because we are made in God’s image and likeness. 
· As our words are spiritual they come from our spirit and the spirit has dominion over the soul and the body. 
· Thoughts come from our mind (a part of the soul) and so are soulish. 
· Therefore, our words have superiority over our thoughts.

How Long Do You Call Those Things Which Be Not As Though They Were?

· The answer is simple – you call them unto they call back to you!
· You call that sickness healed until your healing manifests
· You call that debt paid off until you have money in the bank

· You call that wayward child holy until he prays the prayer of salvation

· A kayak can turn 180 degrees in a matter of seconds.

· An ocean liner can take up to two hours to turn 180 degrees.

· If we have a big problem we might have to take longer calling.    

Are You are Thermostat or a Thermometer?

· Are you are Thermostat or a Thermometer? 

· Thermostats control the temperature of a room because they are attached to a power source. 

· Thermometers only measure the temperature of a room. 

· We could say that thermostats can control their environment but thermometers only reflect their environment. 

· Thermometers have no ability to effect any change in the temperature. 

· When you are with people who do not know the Lord do you affect them or do they affect you? 

· As an evangelist I would like to see every Christian have a positive impact on their friends, relatives and neighbours. 

· That is what I call FRaNgelism – Friends, Relatives and Neighbours evangelism. 

· I know that does not happen in every instance. 

· Jesus changed the ‘spiritual temperature’ wherever He went. 

· His words and miracles caused publicans, fishermen and even Roman soldiers to follow Him. 

· Jesus knew that the ‘spiritual climate’ of a place could harm a new believer. 

· For example, Jesus told the man who was healed from blindness not to return to Bethsaida neither speak to anybody. 
· Mark 8:26 “And he sent him away to his house, saying, Neither go into the town, nor tell it to any in the town”. 

· Why would Jesus do such a thing? 

· Because He knew that the man would be adversely affected by the unbelief and negative words or we could say ‘spiritual climate’ of the townsfolk. 

· Jesus knew that this man was a thermometer and not a thermostat. 

· To be the spiritual thermostat in a situation you need to:
· be connected to the spiritual power source - Jesus.

· turn the thermostat – speak words

Summary

· Whatever God calls it you call it.

· Refuse to be called anything that goes against God’s word.

· Don’t be moved by your natural senses - walk by faith not by sight.
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