Compassion: Making a Difference
Introduction
· Jude 22 tells us that compassion makes a difference. 
· If we are not making a difference we do not have compassion. 
· Compassion is not the same as love. 
· In 1 Peter 3:8 the words compassion and love are both used. 
· In this verse Peter tells us to be of one mind; that is we should have the mind of Christ (Philippians 2:2, 5).
· Compassion is different and deeper than love.

· 1 John 3:17-18 teaches that we can’t have compassion without love, but we can have love and not show compassion.

· Sympathy or pity is not compassion. 
· Sympathy agrees with the hopelessness of a situation.

· In Greek sympathy means ‘to suffer with’. 
· You do not need to suffer with someone, but to change the situation so that the person can come out of their suffering.
· In Mark 9:22 compassion resulted in help being given.

· Compassion comes after seeing a need or hearing about a need. It causes you to go and help.

Mark 1:40-45 (The Leper)
· Jesus saw the leper in Mark 1 and He had compassion on him. 
· That compassion compelled an action. 
· Jesus loved him because He loves everybody. 
· But it was His compassion for the leper that caused Him to act.
· Jesus was moved with compassion. 
· Compassion is love in action. 
· Compassion compels an action.

· Compassion moves you to change a situation. 
· Do we have a passion for compassion?

Luke 15:11-32 (The Lost Son)
· In Luke 15:20 the father saw his son and had compassion on him.
· That compassion caused the father to run to his son. 
· The father always loved his son, but it was only when he saw him that compassion arose
 in him.
Luke 10:25-37 (The Good Samaritan)
· In verses 31-33 we can read priest, Levite and Samaritan as Pastor, Deacon and sinner.
· The Priest and Levite might have had love for the injured man but that wasn’t enough; it only caused them to pass by. 
· The Samaritan had compassion which caused him to stay and help.

· In verses 33 and 34 the Samaritan saw the injured man and had compassion on him. 
· The compassion wasn’t there already; it arose when he saw the need. 
· That compassion resulted in help being given.
· He saw with the eyes of love, with the eyes of God. 
· He saw as God saw; then he acted as God would have acted.

· Compassion demonstrates an action but an action doesn’t necessarily show compassion. 

· The Samaritan’s motivation was love, expecting nothing in return. 
· Some actions can be motivated by greed, fear, lust etc.
· In verse 37 Jesus told the lawyer to do good like the sinner. 
· Sometimes sinners can show more love than Christians; that ought not to be so.
