Faith and the Fig Tree

Mark 11:12-15 and 20-26 (This account is also in Matthew 21:18-22)

Mark 11:12 
· They returned from Bethany to Jerusalem (verse 15). Matthew 21:18 mentions that it was morning.
· Jesus was hungry (and presumably His disciples were hungry also).

Mark 11:13 

· Jesus saw that the fig tree had leaves but when He got closer He saw that it had no fruit.

· ‘For the time of figs was not yet’. The word yet does not appear in the Greek.
· The fig tree actually produces green figs before the leaves appear. If no figs are produced by the time the leaves appear then the tree will not produce any figs that year.

· The fig tree was professing that it had fruit but it did not have any fruit. It was a hypocrite tree.

· Many Christians have the appearance of fruit but on closer inspection there is no fruit – they are hypocrites. 
· Jesus gave harsh rebukes for hypocrisy (Matthew 23:1-39; Mark 12:38-40; Luke 20:45-47).
· John 15:8 mentions that we should bear much fruit so that the Father is glorified. 
· To bear fruit and glorify the Father is a requirement of a disciple.

Mark 11:14 

· Jesus answered the fig tree because it had communicated that it bore fruit. 
· Circumstances and situations can speak to us – they say that you have failed or that you will die or that you will never have what you want etc. etc.

· We need to speak back to these circumstances and situations.

· Jesus was talking to a tree – something without ears and supposedly unable to respond to words but it did.
· Jesus encouraged His disciples to talk to mountains or whatever the situation (Mark 11:23).

· The earth and everything in it (including trees and mountains) were created by words (Genesis 1). 
· If they are ‘word created’ they can be ‘word affected’. 

· Words, when spoken in faith, produce either death or life – that is negative or positive, bad or good (Proverbs 18:21).

· Jesus commanded that no fruit would grow on that tree any more. His disciples heard Him. 
· It is important to speak out loud.

Mark 11:15

· Jesus walked away from the fig tree leaving it looking just the same.

· He did not need to check it or pray over it. He spoke it and believed that what He said would come to pass.

· Jesus called those things that be not as though they were (Romans 4:17). See also Psalm 116:10 and 2 Corinthians 4:13.

· In Romans 10:8-10 we see that if the greatest of all miracles, salvation, can be achieved by believing and speaking, then any other miracle can.

· A gardener will know that you can kill tree by removing a ring of bark from the tree. At that time the tree is as good as dead. It looks alive. It has green leaves but it is as good as dead. 
· The gardener does not need to see the result; he knows that the outcome is certain. Over time other people will see the result but the gardener doesn’t need to see it to believe it (2 Corinthians 5:7).

· Sometimes we have to be persistent in our saying as our words do to not come to pass immediately.

· A stonecutter might hit a stone 100 times and nothing happens but on the 101st time the stone cracks. He knows that every blow weakens the stone and that it will break. 
· Each word we speak is like that. Words, spoken in faith, over time have a compound effect to achieve their intended purpose (Isaiah 55:11).

Mark 11:20 
· ‘In the morning’ is referring to the next day. 

· They saw the fig tree dried up from the roots. 

· This was about 24 hours or so after the fig tree was cursed (Matthew 21:18 and Mark 11:12 – morning - to Mark 11:20 – the next morning). 

· Matthew 21:19 gives the impression that the fig tree died immediately. The Greek word translated as ‘presently’ in the AV is parachrema (Strong’s 3916) which means instantly or immediately.
· So why didn’t the disciples notice it until next morning?

· The tree did die instantly (at the roots) but the manifestation in the rest of the tree took time.

· We see trees or plants showing death from the leaves down. They dry up from the top down. But this tree dried up from the roots up.

· Many times we do not see the answer manifested in the physical realm because God is a spirit and operates in the spiritual realm. 
· We must reach, by faith, into the spiritual realm and appropriate the manifestation of the result of our prayer.

· So we see that the manifestation of what was prayed for is not when the prayer was answered. God answered when we prayed (Mark 11:24) but the manifestation isn’t always immediate.

· Just as with the fig tree, we can not see beneath the surface. We can not see what God is doing until we see the manifestation. We must believe that He is working.

Mark 11:21 
· ‘Peter called to remembrance’ the things of the previous morning and mentioned it to Jesus.
· Matthew 21:20 says that they marvelled at the speed of the withering. Their (and our) natural experience is that this does not happen overnight – but it did here.
Mark 11:22 
· Jesus did not marvel at the result of His own words, “Wow, yes it worked – I didn’t know if it would!”
· He just replied to the disciples to have faith in God (not in ourselves, anyone else or anything else).

Mark 11:23-24 
· ‘Verily’ means truly or honestly. Jesus was telling us the truth – a fact.
· ‘Whosoever’ includes everyone.

· ‘Whosoever shall say…’ Faith is released by speaking words (Genesis 1:3,6,9,11,14,20,22,24 and 26; Proverbs 18:20-21; Romans 10:8-10; 2 Corinthians 4:13). 

· The faith that Jesus marvelled at was the faith in the authority of the spoken word (Matthew 8:8, 10 and Luke 7:9).

· Three times here in verse 23 Jesus emphasised the importance of speaking.

· ‘Whosoever shall say to this mountain’ (or whatever the problem is). 
· We need to speak to our problems, not to God about our problems.

· We tell the problem to be removed. 
· We tell the problem to be cast into the sea (which was miles away from Jerusalem). We need to cast our problems far from us where they can not be a hindrance. We do not push them back just a little.

· ‘This mountain’ was probably the Mount of Olives or another of the nearby mountains (Jesus was just outside Jerusalem when the fig tree was cursed).
· Matthew 17:20 – mountain moving faith. 

· If a mountain (the biggest thing) can be removed then smaller things can be removed. If you can do the bigger, you can do the smaller. 
· If I can jump 20 feet, I can jump 2 feet.

· ‘Shall not doubt in his heart’ shows that doubt starts in the heart. The heart speaks of the inner man.
· Doubt starts in the heart (the inner man), then goes to the brain and sometimes is expressed as words. Here, in this verse the heart does not just mean a blood-pump.
· Doubt or unbelief is the opposite of faith and cancels our faith.

· We must believe the things that we say. If we continue to speak words that line up with God’s word we will produce faith.

· Faith comes (exists or is – the word comes is not in the Greek) by hearing and hearing by the word of God (Romans 10:17).

· Speaking releases the faith that we receive from the word of God. It is putting faith into action. 
· James 2:17 says that faith without works is dead. But why? Because faith without works is alone. 
· In other words faith, if it is not released somehow, is useless. It does not produce anything. But faith in action (here released by the spoken word) produces results.
· We must believe in the power of the words we say (Mark 5:36; Mark 9:23). 

· My testimony.

· Joseph’s testimony.

· Mark 11:23 also works in the negative. Even if you say that you don’t believe it. 

· When you say that it isn’t true, it doesn’t work for me, I don’t get results; you do get results – negative results, not positive results. In other words you get the nothing you say you will get. 
· You say that you get nothing and you receive nothing.

· This proves that this spiritual law is working, both negatively and positively.

· Electricity is a physical law which can produce both negative and positive results – it can kill you if you touch a live wire but electricity can also give you light and warmth if used properly.

· Gravity is another physical law which can produce both negative and positive results – if you jump off a building it will kill you but gravity also prevents you from floating off into space.

· In Matthew 21:21 it says that you can have both faith and doubt (that is unbelief) at the same time. 

· Unbelief (that is a lack of belief or faith) is the outward expression or manifestation of doubt. 

· Jesus makes it clear that fig trees and mountains can be removed by believing and speaking but not doubting at the same time. 
· Doubt (or unbelief) cancels faith.

Mark 11:25-26   
· These verses help to qualify the spiritual law of believing and receiving, whether saying or praying.

· If you hold on to unforgiveness or bitterness you have sin in your life.

· By not giving this sin to God you are preventing Him from taking away other sin in your life. 
· This sin (whether it be unforgiveness, bitterness or whatever) is causing a blockage and clogging the pipeline, preventing God from taking your sin and giving you forgiveness in its place. 

· It is not that God is harsh and will not forgive. It is that he can not forgive because you are preventing Him from forgiving you.
· We can’t sin and say and still expect results.
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