God’s Care for the Needy: Strangers, Orphans and Widows 
1. Introduction
God cares for the needy – for the weak, the orphan, the widow and the stranger. As we are made in God’s image we have a responsibility to do likewise. 
Jesus said in John 14:18 “I will not leave you comfortless: I will come to you”. Jesus comes to people through us.
Everything we do, even giving a cup of cold water is beneficial (Matthew 10:42) “And whosoever shall give to drink unto one of these little ones a cup of cold water only in the name of a disciple, verily I say unto you, he shall in no wise lose his reward”

According to James 1:27 “Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world”

There was also provision to be made for widows to be able to make a contribution to society. James told the church to visit widows to relieve them of endless hours of loneliness. 

James also says in James 2:14-17 “What doth it profit, my brethren, though a man say he hath faith, and have not works? can faith save him? 
If a brother or sister be naked, and destitute of daily food, 
And one of you say unto them, Depart in peace, be ye warmed and filled; notwithstanding ye give them not those things which are needful to the body; what doth it profit? Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone”
Orphans and widows means widows and orphans but they also include all those in need. 
2. Strangers, Fatherless and Widows (Word Studies)

In Hebrew the word for needy is ebyowm (Strong’s 34).
In Hebrew, the word fatherless is yathowm (Strong’s 3490).
In Greek, the word fatherless is orphanos (Strong’s 3737). 

Both of these words show the importance of the father to a family. God considers an orphan to be someone without a father. How many orphans are there in the world? How many spiritual orphans are there in the church?

In Hebrew, the word for widow is almanah (Strong’s 490). 
In Greek, the word for widow is chera (Strong’s 5503). 
A widow was also a woman whose husband did not look after her properly. In 2 Samuel 20:3 we read:

“And David came to his house at Jerusalem; and the king took the ten women his concubines, whom he had left to keep the house, and put them in ward, and fed them, but went not in unto them. So they were shut up unto the day of their death, living in widowhood”
These women, although they were concubines, had as a husband King David yet God called them widows. 
3. The Three Fs

Fairness

Family

Food
Jeremiah 49:11 says, “Leave thy fatherless children, I will preserve them alive; and let thy widows trust in me”

Psalms 68:5 says that God is “A father of the fatherless, and a judge of the widows, is God in his holy habitation”
The word for judge in this verse is dayan (Strong’s 1781) and means an advocate, one who contends for, one who pleads your cause. It shows that God is on the side of the widow. He pleads their cause. 
Psalm 72:4 says “He shall judge the poor of the people, he shall save the children of the needy, and shall break in pieces the oppressor”
Psalm 72:12-13 says “For he shall deliver the needy when he crieth; the poor also, and him that hath no helper. He shall spare the poor and needy, and shall save the souls of the needy”
Acts 6:1 says “And in those days, when the number of the disciples was multiplied, there arose a murmuring of the Grecians against the Hebrews, because their widows were neglected in the daily ministration”
Exodus 22:21-24
21Thou shalt neither vex a stranger, nor oppress him: for ye were strangers in the land of Egypt.
22Ye shall not afflict any widow, or fatherless child.
23If thou afflict them in any wise, and they cry at all unto me, I will surely hear their cry;
24And my wrath shall wax hot, and I will kill you with the sword; and your wives shall be widows, and your children fatherless.
In these verses in Exodus we see that God told Israel to look after those in need and if they didn’t they would be judged. Remember we have seen that God is the advocate or the defender of the needy. God will not judge the New Testament believer by this method, God’s judgement has been satisfied in Jesus.  
Deuteronomy 24:17-22:

17Thou shalt not pervert the judgment of the stranger, nor of the fatherless; nor take a widow's raiment to pledge:
18But thou shalt remember that thou wast a bondman in Egypt, and the LORD thy God redeemed thee thence: therefore I command thee to do this thing.
19When thou cuttest down thine harvest in thy field, and hast forgot a sheaf in the field, thou shalt not go again to fetch it: it shall be for the stranger, for the fatherless, and for the widow: that the LORD thy God may bless thee in all the work of thine hands.
20When thou beatest thine olive tree, thou shalt not go over the boughs again: it shall be for the stranger, for the fatherless, and for the widow.
21When thou gatherest the grapes of thy vineyard, thou shalt not glean it afterward: it shall be for the stranger, for the fatherless, and for the widow.
22And thou shalt remember that thou wast a bondman in the land of Egypt: therefore I command thee to do this thing.
God provides fairness for them in warning people against taking advantage of them.   

In Luke 20:46-47 Jesus warns that there are people who will prey on the widow. 
46Beware of the scribes, which desire to walk in long robes, and love greetings in the markets, and the highest seats in the synagogues, and the chief rooms at feasts; 
47Which devour widows' houses, and for a shew make long prayers: the same shall receive greater damnation.
There are people today who will prey on any needy person.
If a widow was left with older children she was usually cared for by them. But we can see God’s care to those needy widows with younger children in 1 Kings 17:13-16 and 2 Kings 4:1-7. 
Deuteronomy 10:18 says “He doth execute the judgment of the fatherless and widow, and loveth the stranger, in giving him food and raiment”
Conclusion
Deuteronomy 15:11 “For the poor shall never cease out of the land: therefore I command thee, saying, Thou shalt open thine hand wide unto thy brother, to thy poor, and to thy needy, in thy land”

Deuteronomy 24:14 “Thou shalt not oppress an hired servant that is poor and needy, whether he be of thy brethren, or of thy strangers that are in thy land within thy gates”
1 John 3:17 “But whoso hath this world's good, and seeth his brother have need, and shutteth up his bowels of compassion from him, how dwelleth the love of God in him?”
Beloved, if we acted upon all these verses there would be a lot of happy widows, orphans and needy in the world and the church today. The love of God would be demonstrated in a practical way and I believe that the unsaved would be saved.
