If You Sow It, You Grow It (Galatians 6:7-9)
1. Introduction
· Galatians 6:7 tells us that whatsoever (i.e. anything and everything) we sow, we shall reap.
· What are we reaping now? It is a result of what we have sown into our lives.

· If we think that isn’t so, then we are deceived. The Bible is clear.
2. We Can Sow Good or Bad Things
· Good things (crops) tend to grow slower than bad things (weeds).

· It is usual to reap a quicker harvest on the negative things that we sow (anger, hatred, lust etc.) than on the positive things that we sow (love, peace etc.).
· Sowing negative seeds usually leads to a quick and damaging negative harvest.

· Writing about Israel’s future captivity Hosea 8:7 says, “For they have sown the wind, and they shall reap the whirlwind”. Israel sowed to their flesh and reaped corruption in their flesh (Galatians 6:8). 
· It takes days or weeks or months to make a friend, but it can take only a moment to make an enemy (our words are that powerful). 
3. Sowing Seeds for Needs

· We need to sow what God tells us, where God tells us and when God tells us.

· We can’t give away our rubbish and pass it off as a seed to help others. Sowing rubbish is like sowing sparingly (2 Corinthians 9:6).

· If we sow rubbish, we will reap rubbish.

· We need to sow something of worth (sow).

· Deuteronomy 24:19-22 tells us to sow to strangers orphans and widows (sow).
· The KJV uses the word fatherless for orphan showing the importance of the father in the family. 
· According to God if you don’t have a father you are an orphan.
· How many spiritual orphans are there in the church today?
4. Due Season (Galatians 6:9)

· Leviticus 26:3-4 talks about rain in due season (and rain is necessary for good crop growth). 
· Rain in due season is dependent upon obedience.
· But what and when is due season?

· According to Ecclesiastes 3:1-2 due season is a season when the reaping occurs.

· Due season is when your harvest comes.

· But as you are waiting you should still sow because we do not know what disaster shall happen that we need to be prepared for financially.

· Our continued sowing will enable us to ride through financial disasters. 

· Genesis 8:22 says that as long as the earth remains seedtime and harvest will not cease. 

· There is seed, then time, then a harvest.
· We need to be patient during the time (the waiting period) – James 5:7.

· If you don’t give up, don’t lose heart or lose courage then you will have a due season.

· Most Christians give up before they receive their due season.

· How long do we wait for due season to come?

· Ecclesiastes 11:1 tells us that it is in many days. But we must first cast our bread (that is our seed).
· Ecclesiastes 11:3 says that when the clouds are full they will empty. We need to keep sowing until our clouds are full. Ecclesiastes 11:6 encourages us to keep on sowing.

· A cloud that is so full only needs a little more moisture for it to cause a downpour.

· Your commitment and integrity help to determine your due season. If you stop before the cloud is full you won’t receive the rain.

· If you only put a little water in your cloud every so often the water will evaporate before you put a little more in, and so on. That way you can sow a little but get a little.

· He who sows sparingly shall reap sparingly but he who sows bountifully shall reap bountifully (2 Corinthians 9:6).

5. Hindrances to Sowing
Ignorance
· A lack of knowledge of God’s word (Hosea 4:6).

Fear
· A lack of trust in God’s Word. What if it doesn’t work? Yet we trust God’s word for salvation and healing etc.

· Ecclesiastes 11:4 – looking at the wind; that is the winds of adversity. The clouds represent threatening situations. Both the wind and the cloud speak to us about our own circumstances. They then produce an “I can’t afford to sow anything” attitude.

· Proverbs 11:24 says that withholding leads to poverty.

· When we have a need then we are to sow our precious seed – Psalm 126:5-6.

· Our precious seed might be whatever God tells us to sow, whether it is money or possessions but the promise is rejoicing in a harvest.
· The saying ‘Fighting fire with fire’ can be interpreted here as ‘fighting money with money’.

· God isn’t obliged to act because of our needs but because of our seeds.
· Luke 6:38 says that we should give first.
· Don’t look at your seed as going FROM you, look at it as a harvest coming TO you.

6. Bible Illustrations of Sowing and Reaping
a. Elijah and the widow (1 Kings 17:8-16)    

Verse 10
· This woman didn’t question Elijah. She was willing and obedient.
· A drought and famine were upon her but she went to get what was available.

· When you sow what you have, God provides what you need.

Verse 11

· Elijah then asked the widow for something she didn’t have.

· She wasn’t unwilling to give what she had (verse 10 shows this), but either thought that the little she did have wasn’t a good enough gift for the prophet, or fear entered in her thinking.

Verse 12

· Her financial situation was so bad that she was preparing for death.
· How bad is your financial situation?

Verse 13

· Elijah wanted the widow to give to him (that is to God) first.

· We must put God first in all areas of our life – Matthew 6:33.

· After telling the widow to put God first, Elijah then said to her to make food for her and her son.

· There is always a first and an after with God. It is sowing and reaping. First you sow, afterwards you reap.

· She didn’t say, “If I give to you first there won’t be any left for me after”.

· No, she believed the prophet (2 Chronicles 20:20).

· To receive you have to give. You have to give in faith and live by faith.

· She walked by faith, not by sight (2 Corinthians 5:7). Faith pleases God (Hebrews 11:6).

Verse 14

· This is God’s promise to the widow of His provision.

· This widow only had one promise, yet she believed. 

· We have a book full of promises. How many of them do we believe?

Verses 15-16

· The widow went and put her faith into action.

· The result was that she was sustained during the drought.

· The drought mentioned in 1 Kings 17:1 lasted for 3½ years (Luke 4:25-26).

· Do you have a drought in your finances? If so, sow! Sow a seed and reap a harvest.

· The widow did ‘according to the word of the Lord’. God’s word never fails.

b. Elisha and the widow (2 Kings 4:1-7)     

Verse 2
· Elisha wanted the widow to give something willingly to God. Something that God could multiply back to her. That something was the little bit of oil she had.
· A small pot of oil was enough for God to work with.

· This pot of oil must have been small otherwise the creditors would have taken it.

Verses 3-4
· Elisha gave instructions to the widow who obeyed the prophet and borrowed as many pots as she could.

· She was prepared to receive. 

· It is good to obey the prophet (2 Chronicles 20:20).

· She didn’t say, “I need money not pots. I don’t have oil to put in the pots”.

· She was willing and obedient and she ate the fat of the land (Isaiah 1:19).

Verse 5

· The widow shut the door behind her. She shut the door on possible unbelief all around her. 
· Sometimes we need to be alone with God when nobody can influence us with their negativity or unbelief.
· The widow also shut the door on her old life of lack and depression. When she next opened the door she would have a new life full of God’s abundant provision.

Verse 6
· When the ability to receive stops, the giving stops.

Verse 7
· The widow was able to live off the money, not just for a few days, weeks or months. The Bible does not place a time limit. Therefore, it must have been sufficient to last her for the rest of her days.
3. The little boy and the feeding of the 5000 (John 6:9)
· The disciples looked at the bread and fish as food (John 6:9).
· It wasn’t feed but seed.

· We are not to eat our seed (2 Corinthians 9:10).

· God multiplies seed sown, not seed eaten.

· If you eat your seed you are not operating in faith but fear.

· Chickens eat seed!

