Kingdom Principles of Sowing and Reaping
Genesis 8:22 says, “While the earth remaineth, seedtime and harvest, and cold and heat, and summer and winter, and day and night shall not cease”.
· This principle of seedtime and harvest still exists today just as it did at the beginning of time.
· The Spiritual Law of sowing and reaping works even if you don’t understand it fully (Mark 4:26-28a). 

· It is a law and laws work even if we don’t understand them.

· The Law of Gravity works whether or not you know there is such a thing as gravity. Why? Because it is a law.

· Understanding the Law of Gravity is beneficial to you!

· If you understand the Spiritual Law of sowing and reaping you can make it work to your benefit!

1. You have to sow before you can reap
· You can not have a harvest without sowing. 
· You can not have a harvest of apples if you do not sow apple seeds; you can not have a harvest of oranges unless you sow orange seeds.

· In Mark 4:26-29 we see that God’s word is like a seed which doesn’t release life unless it is planted.

· Proverbs 20:4 says that the sluggard who does not sow will not have a harvest.

· If you are lazy and refuse to sow you will not get a harvest. 

· If you are not reaping in a particular area, ask yourself the question: have I sown in this area? If you want to be loved sow seeds of love to someone else.
· If you are praying for a financial breakthrough, ask yourself, ‘Am I a tither, and am I a sower?’ If you are not sowing finances you can not harvest finances.

· You must continue to sow to continue to reap. If a farmer sows wheat one year he will harvest wheat that year. The following year he has to sow more wheat to get another harvest.

· Everything we need we have right now; it is hidden in a seed. 

· We need to sow the seed to meet the need.

2. There is always a delay between sowing and reaping

· In Mark 4:26-27 we see that the man has to wait night and day before he sees growth; this speaks of a time delay between sowing and reaping.

· There is always a time delay in between sowing and reaping (Genesis 8:22).

· There is seedtime and harvest.

· Sometimes there is seed t…i…m…e and harvest.

· You need to sow before you need something. You can not sow money after all of your money has run out and expect an immediate harvest of money.

· If God is challenging you in the area of money it is because He wants to prepare you now for the needs you will have later.

· You have to keep on sowing. If you stop sowing, the harvest will stop. You need to continue to sow and expect the harvest to come.
· Psalm 130:5-6 talks about trusting in God’s word and waiting and watching for him. 

· When a farmer sows his seed he is expectant and watches for the crop to start to grow. He then tends it, fertilises it and watches for pests etc.
· We need to do likewise with whatever we sow. We need to expect a harvest and watch for it. We need to water it and fertilise it with the word of God.

3. You can not reap what you have not sown
· Galatians 6:7 says that we will reap whatsoever we sow. Whatsoever means whatsoever. If we sow kindness we will reap kindness, if we sow hatred we will reap hatred etc.

· But if we sow hatred we can not receive love or kindness.

· If you sow nothing you’ll get nothing. 

· Negative sowing produces a negative harvest.

· A farmer who sows nothing shouldn’t be surprised when he gets no harvest.

· You can not reap a harvest of finances if you do not sow finances.

· If you sow neglect you will reap neglect. A farmer who neglects his fields will reap a field full of neglect. 
· In other words he gets nothing except weeds (Proverbs 24:30-31).
4. You always reap the same in kind as what you sow

· The land produces according to its kind (Genesis 1:11-12, 20-22, 24-25, 26-30).
· Luke 6:37-38a teaches that if we sow judgment we will reap judgment, if we sow condemnation we will reap condemnation etc.

· This principle works in both the positive areas and the negative areas.

· If you sow seeds of sin you will produce a harvest of sin
· We can not sow seeds of sin and pray for a crop failure!

· Luke 6:37-38 also says that if we sow money we will reap money. But if we don’t, we won’t.

· If you sow nothing you will get nothing.

· You always reap in kind to what you sow. If you sow apples you will harvest apples, not bananas.
· If you want a different harvest you have to sow a different seed.

· When it is sown it produces after its own kind.

5. You always reap more than you sow

· If you sow one apple seed the tree will grow and produce hundreds of apples, not just one apple.
· Many people look at an apple or an orange to count the seeds. But the real question isn’t: how many seeds are in the apple, but how many apples are in the seed?

· Luke 6:38a teaches that as we give (sow) it will be given (harvested) as a good measure etc. This speaks of increase.
· So if you have a big need sow a big seed and you will get a big harvest to meet your big need.

6. You reap in proportion to what you sow

· 2 Corinthians 9:6 says that a man who sows sparingly shall reap sparingly. 
· Luke 6:38b teaches that our reaping will be in measure to our sowing. In other words if we sow a little we will reap a little but if we sow a lot we will reap a lot.

· If you sow in teaspoons you will reap in teaspoons, if you sow in cups you will reap in cups, if you sow in buckets you will reap in buckets.

· The harvest will always be more than what you sow but it will be in proportion to what you sow. 
· You will not reap in truck loads if you sow in teaspoons.
7. More seed is given to sowers

· We must remember that God is in the seed business. He doesn’t give stuff, He gives seed. 

· 2 Corinthians 9:10 tells us that God gives seed to the sower, He doesn’t give stuff.

· How we use the seed determines how the stuff gets to us.
8. Your seed can de dug up or poisoned (i.e. ruined)
· If a farmer sows seed one day and the next day he digs up his seed he will not get a harvest! 
· If a farmer sows seed one day and the next day he pours poison on the field his seed will be poisoned.

· That is obvious but true.

· We can dig up our seed or poison our seed (i.e. ruin our seed) by the words we say. 

· Our negative words are negative seeds.

· We can say ‘I have sown for months and have not had much harvest, this doesn’t work’. All you are doing is digging up your seed or poisoning your seed. You say it doesn’t work and it won’t work.

· Why? Because your words are digging up or poisoning your seeds. And without seeds you can’t have a harvest.

· Unbelief can also cause us to dig up our seed. If we see nothing growing we think that nothing is happening. 

· If you dig up your seed you will never get a harvest.

9. How you sow is important

· The Apostle Paul said, “And though I [give]…and have not charity, it profiteth me nothing” (1 Corinthians 13:3). 

· In other words our heart attitude, our motives are important in sowing and reaping.

· We can see this in 2 Corinthians 9:7 where we read that God loves a cheerful giver. So if you are not giving cheerfully your giving is not beneficial to you.

· Paul is saying that if we do sow with the right heart attitude we will profit. 

· It is not a case of selfishness. We hear phrases like ‘you don’t give to get’. But the truth is that we do!

· Any farmer will tell you that he sows to reap. There is no point in a farmer sowing if he can not reap.
· We sow 40 hours a week into work and we reap a pay cheque at the end of the week. We don’t go to work in order not to get. We give our time to get money.

· Jesus said, “Give and it shall be given unto you…” (Luke 6:38).

· If we sow with a Godly attitude we will reap a harvest that is good measure, pressed down… (Luke 6:38).

10. Where you sow is important

· If you have a packet of seed which contain instructions to sow the seeds in well-drained soil in a sunny area, and follow the instructions you will receive a good harvest. But if you don’t you will still get a harvest but that harvest will be small. 

· Why? Because you didn’t follow the instructions that were given.

· If you have a packet of seeds which contain instructions to sow the seeds in slightly acidic soil, and follow the instructions you will have a good harvest. But if you sow the seeds in alkaline soil you will still get a harvest but it will be small.

· Why? Because you didn’t follow the instructions that were given.

· Similarly, if God tells you to sow a financial seed into a particular ministry and you don’t you will still get some harvest but not the harvest God wants you to have.

· Why? Because you didn’t follow the instructions that were given.

· If God says to sow into a large TV ministry and you sow into a local ministry you can not expect to have the harvest God intends for you to have.

· Why? Because you didn’t follow the instructions that were given.

· If God says to sow into a local ministry and you sow into a large TV ministry you can not expect to have the harvest God intends for you to have.

· Why? Because you didn’t follow the instructions that were given.

· Where you sow is important because it can determine the size of your harvest.

11. Name Your Harvest
· It is important to name your harvest. If you don’t how will you know that what you receive is your harvest or more seed?

· When you plant tomato seeds you might say something like, “In a few months we will have a great crop of tomatoes”. In other words, you are expecting to receive what you have spoken.

· If you plant flower seeds and look at the picture on the packet you might say something like, “In six months we will have flowers that look just like those on the picture”. In other words you are expecting to receive what you have spoken.

· If you do not know what you are expecting, if you do not name your harvest you might receive several things; what is your harvest? If you haven’t named it, you won’t know.

· If a farmer sows seed and he does not know what the seed is and gets two things growing in his field, what is the harvest and what is the weed? 

· But if he knows what his harvest will be, he knows what to expect and what to reject.

· Ignorance can cause you to reject your harvest, but reap weeds!
12. Reap Your Harvest

· Expecting a harvest is good and the proper thing to do but there comes a time to put your hand to the sickle; a time when you must reap what you have sown.
· Any farmer knows that if you do not reap the crop at the correct time it will be eaten by birds, insects or vermin. Any remaining crops will rot and return to the ground. 

· So how do you reap a crop? With your words. You must speak your harvest.

· For example if you have sown a financial seed into the Kingdom of God and named your harvest you must speak your harvest into existence, then you will see it.  
Sowing and reaping will work for us or against us. It is our choice!

If you understand the Spiritual Law of sowing and reaping you can make it work to your benefit!
