Living the Sozo Life (Not the So-So Life)
· Jesus came that we might have life in abundance (John 10:10).

· The Greek word for abundance is perissos (4053) which means
· excessive, superabundant (in quantity) and superior (in quality). 
· That means that Jesus wants us to be blessed by having lots of good stuff. 
· He wants us to live the sozo life.

· Sozo means: to deliver, to protect, to heal, to preserve, to save, to make whole.

· In other words sozo means not being in want in area of our lives. 

· When we are living abundantly in every area we will have no lack.

· So living the sozo life is living a life of abundance.  
· The first time the word sozo (4982) is used in the New Testament is in Matthew 1:21 talking about saving people from their sins. 

· But it is used many times in the New Testament referring to eternal salvation, deliverance, and healing.  

· But many Christians have a ‘let’s get by’ mentality, or one that says, ‘having money corrupts’ or something similar.

· That is just one of the devil’s many lies. 

· They are living a so-so life and not a sozo life.

· To substantiate their claim that being attached to money is spiritually damaging they cite the rich young ruler of Mark 10. 

· But they misunderstand the true significance of this passage.

· So let us look at this passage in Mark 10:17-30. 

Mark 10: 17-30 The Rich Young Ruler

· Mark’s Gospel doesn’t say that he was young or that he was a ruler.

· Seeing it from three sides – witnessing an accident.

· Matthew 19:22 uses the word archon for ruler.

· This word is usually used as a Pharisee or member of the Sanhedrin. 

· This same verse tells us that he was young. The Greek word is neaniskos which means a young man, usually between the ages of 24-40. 

· The man uses the word good which in Greek is agathos (the Greeks had several words for good). 

· The word agathos means intrinsically good. 

· For example, gold is intrinsically valuable – if a pot was made out of gold and crushed the gold would still be worth the same amount. 

· A gold filling is valuable – a jeweller would give you money for it.  

· He had not kept all the commandments because he had stolen - he robbed God of God’s right to do what He wanted with the man’s money.
· Why did Jesus list these commandments? (Exodus 20:12-16; Deuteronomy 5:16-20).

· He hadn’t kept the first commandment (Exodus 20:3 – ‘Thou shalt have no other gods before me’).

· God is not going to give you other gods to put before Him. 
· Therefore, he will withhold prosperity from those who love prosperity. 

· The treasure in heaven is not a pot of gold or something similar but a heavenly bank account which can be drawn from whilst here on earth.

· Matthew 6:20 says to lay up treasures in heaven. It does not add ‘and you can only have it when you get there’.

· You lay up treasures in heaven by tithing and sowing.
· What do you need treasure for in heaven? The streets are paved with gold; you will live in a mansion. 
· There is no need for treasure in heaven when you get there. 

· We store up treasure in heaven when we are on the earth. 
· So when we go to heaven we stop storing up this treasure. 
· Therefore, the amount of treasure stored in heaven must be limited. 
· But in heaven we have an unlimited amount of time. 
· Therefore, our treasure will eventually run out.

· If we stored £1 million pounds for every good work we did and if we did one good act every day of our lives since we received salvation, we would have thousands of millions of pounds stored up in heaven. 
· Even if we spent only £1 per day we would eventually run out of our treasure trove. Then what? Could we be poor in heaven? No.

· What about those people who die on their deathbed? They have had no time to store up anything in heaven.

· So storing up treasure in heaven must be something different than storing up a pot of gold just waiting for us to get to heaven and spend it.

· What would we spend it on anyway? We have a mansion waiting for us in heaven (John 14:2).

· Storing up treasure in heaven is storing up treasure in heaven’s bank (in our heavenly account). It is our storehouse from which we can draw when we need it whilst are still here on earth.

· Jesus taught us to pray, “Give us this day our daily bread” (Matthew 6:11). 
· If we had all of our money in one go we could blow it all or the world’s economy could wipe it out overnight. 

· Storing up treasure in heaven does not mean that banks are wrong. In Matthew 25:27 and Luke 19:23 Jesus mentions banks, thus giving His approval to saving.

· To have an earthly bank account which is of benefit to us we need to have an account opened in our name, have our identity known (signature, PIN etc.), have money in, and we need to know how to make a withdrawal.

· We then have a right to make a withdrawal. To do so we need to fulfil the conditions agreed to when we opened the account. 

· How do we store up treasure in heaven?

· First we need to be saved, then our names are known in heaven and our identity is established (Revelation 21:27). 
· Then we need to put money into our account by tithing, giving offerings, sowing into good ground (ministries, missionary work etc.).

· Matthew 19:21 says that by giving to the poor we are laying up treasures in heaven (see Proverbs 19:17).

· To make a withdrawal we need to ask and receive just as we would with an earthly bank account. Mark 11:24 tells us to ask in faith and believe that we receive. If we have money in our earthly bank account we are able to make a withdrawal when we need money. The same applies to our heavenly bank account.

· Deuteronomy 11:21 says that God wants us to be blessed on earth, not to have hell on earth.

· Jesus wasn’t saying that if you are rich you’ll go to hell as if being poor will get you into heaven. 

· No there will be a lot of poor people in hell too.

· If being poor gets us into heaven why do we work? 

· Why do we take up collections? Why do we try to help the poor? 
· If being poor gets you into heaven just leave the poor alone.

· Why were the disciples amazed? Because they had money – they could feed 5000+.

· Deuteronomy 28

The camel and the eye of the needle 

· There are a few variations of the following. The usual explanation of the meaning of the text is as follows 

· There was in a Jerusalem city wall, a narrow gate known as the "eye of the needle". 

· After dark, when the main gates were shut, travellers or merchants would have to use this smaller gate, through which the camel could only enter unencumbered and crawling on its knees! 

· Great sermon material, with the parallels of coming to God on our knees without all our baggage. 

· A lovely story and an excellent parable for preaching but unfortunately unfounded! 

· From at least the 15th century, and possibly as early as the 9th but not earlier, this story has been put forth.
· To say that a camel could go through a small door if you unloaded the camel is like saying that a rich man could go to heaven if he gave all his money away! 

1 Timothy 6:8-11, 17-18
· This passage is not speaking about the Christian who loves God and is walking with Him. 

· It is talking about people with corrupt minds. Not people with the mind of Christ.

· People with corrupt minds can’t handle prosperity.

· Paul is bringing correction to those who don’t understand the correct way to handle money.

· This can’t be talking about the ‘rich’ that Deuteronomy 8:18 talks about. This is a ‘rich’ that comes from God.
· It is John 10:10 – it is living the sozo life!

