Loving Your Enemy

Jesus said that we should love our enemies. That means that we must have enemies to love! It does not mean that we should purposely make enemies but that we can’t help but have enemies because we are Christians. Some people are our enemies just because they are enemies of Jesus. 


I am sure that you have heard it said, “Any friend of (insert name) is a friend of mine”. Well, I believe that the opposite is true: “Any enemy of Jesus is an enemy of mine”. If someone is an enemy of Jesus, they automatically become our enemies. Why? Because when we become a Christian, we become one with Jesus. If we are affected, He is affected and vice-versa. That is why Jesus said to Saul in Acts 9:4, “Saul, Saul why persecutest thou me?” Who was Saul persecuting? It was the Christians. Yet, Jesus said, that Saul was directly persecuting Him.

Now, that does not mean that we should treat our enemies as the world does. We should love them when they wrong us, not retaliate. That is what makes Christianity different. 


Many Scriptures teach us how we should act, not react, when someone treats us badly. 


In Matthew 5:7, 38-39, 43-44 we read the words of Jesus:
7Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy. 

This is showing us that we should be merciful, not vengeful. 
38 Ye have heard that it hath been said, An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth:
39But I say unto you, That ye resist not evil: but whosoever shall smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the other also. 

Jesus was telling His listeners that the way things had always been was changing. He was teaching that they should not take revenge. Turning the other cheek does not mean a physical turning of the head to receive more punches. Jesus was NOT saying that Christians should be punch-bags! 

If there is no God who will bring men into account for their actions, then turning the other cheek would be the worst thing we could do. However, if there is a God who promised that vengeance is His, and He will repay, then taking matters into our own hands shows a lack of faith in God and His written word.  


Please notice that Jesus said, “…whosoever shall smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the other also”. Does that mean that if someone hits you on the left cheek you could beat their brains out? No, because turning the other cheek has nothing to do with a physical turning of the head. Jesus was saying that if someone does something wrong to you don’t retaliate. This can be seen clearly in the following verses.
43 Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy neighbour, and hate thine enemy.
44But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you. 

Again, Jesus was telling His listeners that the way things had always been was changing. He was saying that our response should be the total opposite. This can only be possible for us if we are living in the agape love of God; it takes God’s supernatural love working through us to accomplish this. 

The Apostle Paul continues this theme of loving our enemies. Paul made some amazing statements in Romans Chapter 12:

17Recompense to no man evil for evil. Provide things honest in the sight of all men. 
18If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men. 
19Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it is written, Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord. 
20Therefore if thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give him drink: for in so doing thou shalt heap coals of fire on his head. 
21Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good.

Paul had supernatural revelation on this subject of loving your enemies. His words, like Jesus’ words in Matthew 5:7, 38-39, 43-44, can only be accomplished when we are truly living in the agape love of God. 

Paul starts by saying that we should not repay evil for evil. The fact that Paul says this shows that people need to hear it! Then with what can we repay evil? With the supernatural agape love of God. There is an ungodly and well-practiced code in human relations that says we should treat people the way they treat us. Jesus taught just the opposite and Paul is reaffirming that same teaching in Romans 12:17. If we are to be Christ-like, then we cannot give people what they deserve, but what they don’t deserve: the agape love of God. 


Paul tells us that not only should we not repay evil with evil, but we should we should bless them. This is like ‘going the extra mile’. Paul goes on to say that this loving action will heap coals of fire on their head. These coals of fire are not coals of punishment or torment but rather they are coals of conviction. If this was urging us to be kind to our enemies because it would hurt them more than anything else, then that would be violating this teaching. Paul is telling us to live peaceably with all men (v. 18) and to render to no man evil for evil (v. 17). God's kind of love is being promoted, not some subtle scriptural way to hurt those who hurt you. When we walk in love towards those who hurt us, it heaps conviction on them. They know what their reaction would be if they were in our place and to see us walk in love under adverse circumstances shows them that we have something special that they don't have. 


Paul should know. He saw Stephen forgive and pray for the very people who stoned him to death (Acts 7:60). When Jesus appeared to him on the road to Damascus, He told Paul that it was hard to kick against the pricks (Acts 9:5). The Lord was saying it was hard for Saul to resist the pricks of conviction that had come to him through Stephen's witness. 

We cannot fight evil with evil (two wrongs don’t make a right!). Evil has to be overcome with good. If we retaliate and repay evil with evil, we are being overcome by evil. It might be frustrating to see the schemes of Satan and his kingdom apparently winning. However, we must never let our frustration drive us to using Satan’s tactics. When we repay evil with good, it convicts those who wrong us. They know how they would react in our position. This shows them that we have something that they don’t have – God’s agape love. 

Instead of trying to get rid of the darkness we need to turn on a light. Turning on the light means turning on love. The wrath of man does not accomplish the righteousness of God (James 1:20). 


Paul is telling us in this passage in Romans 12 to give our enemies (those who wrong us) what they don’t deserve – love – rather than what they do deserve. In so doing we will overcome evil. 


How can we practically turn on the light of love to people who wrong us or do evil towards us? What good can we do to overcome evil? Well, the first thing we can do is to do nothing negative! That is, we should not speak wrong things about them nor react how they would. We should not shout at them or do anything that might cause them harm. Instead we should go and pray for them and then do something good to them. For example, we could send them a gift or write them a letter that will bless them, offer them a lift to work, and so on. 


Let me give you a personal illustration of this teaching being outworked in the life of one of my children (I will not say which child). They invited all of their friends to their birthday party but one friend did not accept the invitation; in fact this one friend decided to have a party on the same day and invited the same friends. Later in the year when it was the friend’s birthday, they invited all of their friends except my child. How did my child react? They bought a card and present for the friend. It was this act of heaping coals of fire that inspired this teaching.

Please re-read this teaching and ask the Holy Spirit to reveal to you those people who have wronged you. Then ask Him how you can bless them. Amen. 
