Objections to Healing

Paul’s Thorn in the Flesh
· Many Christians I have spoken to seem to have an understanding that Paul’s thorn in the flesh was a sickness that Paul wanted God to remove but God wouldn’t. 
· In fact when I was suffering from fibromyalgia I heard much talk about Paul’s thorn in the flesh and I was deceived into thinking that fibromyalgia was my thorn in the flesh. 
· How wrong I was! 
· The reasoning sounded convincing - if God refused to heal mighty Paul then why should He heal poor old me? 
· If God allowed Paul to remain sick then why shouldn’t He allow me to remain sick? 
· As we read 2 Corinthians 12:7-10 we will see what this passage is actually saying:

7And lest I should be exalted above measure through the abundance of the revelations, there was given to me a thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I should be exalted above measure. 
8For this thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it might depart from me. 
9And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 
10Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for Christ's sake: for when I am weak, then am I strong.
The thorn in the flesh

· As we read verse seven we can see that Paul’s thorn in the flesh was given to him because of the abundance of the revelations he had. 
· Therefore, anyone who doesn’t have an abundance of revelations shouldn’t have a thorn in the flesh! 
· Paul’s revelations now comprise about half of the New Testament. 
· What do your revelations amount to? 
· Paul is regarded as being one of the most influential men in history. 
· His name is listed along with Albert Einstein, Sir Isaac Newton and William Shakespeare. 
· Yet, Paul wrote next to nothing compared with other authors. 
· If you took the part of the New Testament that Paul wrote it would only make a very small paperback book. 
· However, it is not the volume of his writing but the anointing that is on it. His writing has influenced millions of people over the past two thousand years.  

· Next, it clearly states that the thorn in the flesh was a messenger of Satan. 
· The Greek word used for messenger is aggelos which means messenger or angel. 
· Every time this word is used in the New Testament it refers to an angel or messenger; never to sickness. 
· This demon was sent to Paul by Satan himself, not from God: God does not have any demons to send anywhere. 

· The phrase thorn in the flesh was used in several formats in the Old Testament to refer to persecution of Israel by their enemies. 
· We can see this in Numbers 33:55; Joshua 23:13; Judges 2:3 and Ezekiel 28:24. 
· Therefore, when Paul wrote this letter his readers would understand that it referred to persecution. 
· There is no hint of a reference to sickness. 
· Today we might use the phrase a pain in the neck in a similar fashion to thorn in the flesh. 

Paul’s exaltation

· The persecution was put on Paul by the devil to try to counter the revelations that he was receiving from God. 
· People were getting saved and healed and were being taught the word of God.
· Paul was being exalted wherever he went and so Satan sent his messenger to try to stop Paul from preaching. 
· In verse eight when Paul asked for this thing to be removed, the word for thing refers to exaltation. 
· Paul wanted to remain humble and didn’t want to be exalted wherever he went. 

· Paul was buffeted wherever he went; he was physically beaten – the word buffeted in Greek means to punch. 
· We can see an example of this buffeting in Acts 13:45 and 50, and in Acts 14:5-6 and 19-20. 

· God gave Paul the grace to go through the persecution. 
· Christians are not redeemed from persecution. Paul wrote in 2 Timothy 3:10-12
10¶ But thou hast fully known my doctrine, manner of life, purpose, faith, longsuffering, charity, patience, 
11Persecutions, afflictions, which came unto me at Antioch, at Iconium, at Lystra; what persecutions I endured: but out of them all the Lord delivered me. 
12Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.
· Paul was not redeemed from persecution but as we can see in verse eleven he was delivered from it. 
· To stop the exaltation would have meant God stopping Paul’s ministry. 
· If we were redeemed from persecution through the work of Jesus on the cross then the early Christians could have demanded redemption from Saul’s (Paul’s) persecution. 
· That did not happen. 

Infirmities

· The only reason that people could think that this passage refers to sickness is because of the use of the word infirmities in 2 Corinthians 12:10. 
· Today, when we see the word infirmity we might think of an infirmary or a hospital which is a place where sick people go. 
· However, when the King James Bible was written in the early seventeenth century the word infirmity was not limited to sickness. 
· The Greek word translated infirmity simply means a weakness, a hardship, an inability to produce results. We can see that infirmity is used in Romans 8:26 as not knowing how to pray:

26¶ Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered.
· There is no suggestion whatsoever of sickness in this verse. 
· Yes, it is true that the word infirmity can mean sickness, but where it does it is always made clear. For example, we read in Galatians 4:13

13Ye know how through infirmity of the flesh I preached the gospel unto you at the first.
· We can see clearly in this verse that sickness is referred to as infirmity of the flesh. 
· We can also see in 2 Corinthians 11:23-30 that Paul listed all of his infirmities. 
· In other words, when the word infirmity refers to sickness, it is always made clear. 
· But in our key passage of 2 Corinthians 12:7-10 there is no mention of sickness. 

· Some people have tried to use the phrase infirmity of the flesh in Galatians 4:13 to refer to the infirmity mentioned in 2 Corinthians 12:10. 
· They quote the following verses in Galatians 4:13-15 to try to prove this:

13Ye know how through infirmity of the flesh I preached the gospel unto you at the first. 
14And my temptation which was in my flesh ye despised not, nor rejected; but received me as an angel of God, even as Christ Jesus. 
15Where is then the blessedness ye spake of? for I bear you record, that, if it had been possible, ye would have plucked out your own eyes, and have given them to me.
· They say that Paul had an eye disease and that is why he referred to people being willing to pluck out their eyes to give to him. 
· This is jumping to conclusions. 
· There is no mention that Paul had an eye problem. 
· Today when we say I would give my right arm to help… does not mean that the person we are willing to help has a problem with their right arm. 
· It is simply a figure of speech. 
· Likewise the idiom thorn in the flesh is still used in many Middle Eastern cultures today. 

· But what does Paul mean in verse thirteen when he said, “Ye know how through infirmity of the flesh I preached the gospel unto you at the first”? 
· This refers to when Paul started his first missionary journey which can be read in Acts Chapters 13 and 14. 
· Here we can see that Paul was stoned and left for dead outside the Galatian city of Lystra (Acts 14:8 & 19). 
· The next day Paul went to Derbe (Acts 14:20) which was about forty miles away. It is possible that Paul still had some cuts and bruises from this stoning which was the infirmity of the flesh that the Apostle Paul is referring to in Galatians 4:13.      

· You might say that Lystra was not in Galatia but Lycaonia according to Acts 14:6.

· But Lycaonia was in Galatia!

· It is like saying that Waterloo isn’t in Merseyside, it is in Sefton. 

· The truth is that Waterloo is in both Sefton and Merseyside. 

· However, some people go on to use Galatians 6:11 to try to support their theory that Paul had an eye problem.

11¶ Ye see how large a letter I have written unto you with mine own hand.
· They say that Paul had to write in large letters so that he could see what he was writing. 
· However, this is not the case because the Greek word translated large means large in volume. 
· In other words Paul had written a long letter. 

· Paul’s thorn in the flesh wasn’t sickness and God did not refuse to heal him. 
· Taking all of the Scriptures we have read it is not possible to claim that Paul was sick; that is unless you want to. 
· It is sad to say that many people try to use Paul’s thorn in the flesh to try to justify not being healed. This is a deception. 

· Now let us look at some more objections that people use to try to justify them not being healed.

Job
· Many people believe that God allowed Satan to afflict Job with a terrible illness. 
· At first reading it does appear that this is so but a proper understanding of the Book of Job shows this not to be the case. 
· The first verse in the Book of Job makes it clear that Job was a Godly man:

Job 1:1

1¶ There was a man in the land of Uz, whose name was Job; and that man was perfect and upright, and one that feared God, and eschewed evil. 

· From this verse we can see that Job loved God and did not do anything that would allow sickness into his life. 
· In fact in verse 10 we read that God had put a hedge of protection around him:

10Hast not thou made an hedge about him, and about his house, and about all that he hath on every side? thou hast blessed the work of his hands, and his substance is increased in the land.
· The devil then implies that Job was only serving God because he had everything going for him. 
· In other words the devil was saying that if Job had nothing he wouldn’t serve God. 
· It is true that Job was very rich (Job 1:3) but there is no suggestion that he only loved God because of it. 
· In Chapter One Job was given the bad news that everything he had was gone. 
· In Job 2:3 there is an impression given that God was responsible for Job’s problems:

3And the LORD said unto Satan, Hast thou considered my servant Job, that there is none like him in the earth, a perfect and an upright man, one that feareth God, and escheweth evil? and still he holdeth fast his integrity, although thou movedst me against him, to destroy him without cause.
· But this is not the case. Job 3:25 states that the thing Job feared had come upon him:

25For the thing which I greatly feared is come upon me, and that which I was afraid of is come unto me.

· What was it that Job feared? 
· According to Job 1:5 he regularly rose up early to offer sacrifices for the sins his children might have committed:

5And it was so, when the days of their feasting were gone about, that Job sent and sanctified them, and rose up early in the morning, and offered burnt offerings according to the number of them all: for Job said, It may be that my sons have sinned, and cursed God in their hearts. Thus did Job continually.
· The phrase 'rose up early’ is a Hebrew idiom which can mean ‘obsessively’ and shows that Job was regularly fearful that his children would fall in to sin. 
· We read in verse Job 3:26 that Job was not quiet about this fear:

26I was not in safety, neither had I rest, neither was I quiet; yet trouble came.
· In other words he spoke his fear. 
· His fear pulled down his hedge, not God, not the devil. 
· His fear-filled words were his downfall. 
· Job’s own words broke the hedge around him and enabled the devil to steal, kill, and destroy. 
· We can see the dangers of breaking a hedge as we read Ecclesiastes 10:8  

8He that diggeth a pit shall fall into it; and whoso breaketh an hedge, a serpent shall bite him.

· Job’s fear that his children would sin was his downfall. 
· He had a fear of the consequences of his children cursing God. 
· Satan can not destroy us by himself. 
· In Hebrews 2:14 and 1 John 3:8 we are told that Jesus has destroyed the works of the devil. 
· Therefore, the devil has to trick us into moving against ourselves so that we can destroy ourselves. 
· Hebrews 2:15 tells us that the fear of death caused bondage:

15And deliver them who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage.
· Fear causes bondage. 
· It bonds you to the thing you fear. 
· Fear is a connector and connects us to the things we fear. 
· Fear is a negative faith. 
· For example, fear of a dog is faith placed in that animal’s ability to harm you. 

· Job lost everything. In the end he lost his fear. 
· Now God was able to give him double for his trouble. 
· But it is not a trouble that God placed on Job or even allowed. 
· It was a trouble caused by Job’s own fear that God might ‘zap’ his children if they did wrong.  
Timothy’s Stomach Problems
· Paul’s mention to Timothy to drink a little wine for health reasons has been quoted often to try to justify that it is God’s will for Christians to get sick sometimes. 
· Yes, some Christians do get sick but that does not mean that God allows it. 
· When you understand what Paul was saying in 1 Timothy 5:23 it is easy to see why Paul said what he did.

23Drink no longer water, but use a little wine for thy stomach's sake and thine often infirmities.
· Timothy was travelling a lot around the Middle East and had to eat and drink whenever he could. 
· He was evidently drinking water that caused stomach upsets to him, but maybe not for the local population who had built up a resistance to the water.  
· When I travel to Africa I do not drink the local tap water or water out of a stream, even though the locals do. 
· I drink bottled water or sodas because they are safe to drink. 
· There is no need to put yourself in a position where you drink what you suspect to be polluted. That is not a sensible thing to do.   

· If we take out the phrase “but use a little wine” we have a statement that reads:
· Drink no longer water for thy stomach's sake and thine often infirmities.

· I believe that Paul was simply giving Timothy some good practical advice to stop drinking water but to drink wine.   

Trophimus Left Sick at Miletum
· Trophimus was an associate of Paul’s who got sick and was left on the island of Malta. 
· We read about this in 2 Timothy 4:20
20Erastus abode at Corinth: but Trophimus have I left at Miletum sick.
· Just because Trophimus associated with Paul did not give him a right to be well all of the time. 
· Likewise, even though I have seen thousands of people healed it does not give people who are associated with me a right to be well all of the time. 
· They have to believe in healing for themselves. 
· In fact Trophimus did get healed; we read in Acts 20:4 that Trophimus did accompany Paul:

4And there accompanied him into Asia Sopater of Berea; and of the Thessalonians, Aristarchus and Secundus; and Gaius of Derbe, and Timotheus; and of Asia, Tychicus and Trophimus.

· God did not allow this sickness, nor does He allow any sickness. 
· God will only allow what we allow. 
· We know that God desires that everyone gets saved but not everybody gets saved. 
· Some people go to Hell but God does not allow this; people have to make a choice to believe in Jesus Christ as their personal Lord and Saviour. 
· Likewise, God desires that everybody gets healed but not everybody gets healed.  
· Sadly, there are some Christians who either through unbelief or ignorance believe that God allows all kinds of things in their lives. 
· Hosea 4:6 tells us that God’s people are destroyed through a lack of Knowledge:

6¶ My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: because thou hast rejected knowledge, I will also reject thee, that thou shalt be no priest to me: seeing thou hast forgotten the law of thy God, I will also forget thy children.
· You can be destroyed in your health because of a lack of knowledge of what the Bible teaches about healing. 
· My prayer is that you will have knowledge of how to get healed and stay healed. Amen. 
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