P-R-A-Y-E-R
Lessons from 2 Chronicles Chapter 20

Praise, Repent, Ask, Yield, Expect, Receive 

1. Praise (verses 5-9)
5And Jehoshaphat stood in the congregation of Judah and Jerusalem, in the house of the LORD, before the new court,
6And said, O LORD God of our fathers, art not thou God in heaven? and rulest not thou over all the kingdoms of the heathen? and in thine hand is there not power and might, so that none is able to withstand thee?
7Art not thou our God, who didst drive out the inhabitants of this land before thy people Israel, and gavest it to the seed of Abraham thy friend for ever?
8And they dwelt therein, and have built thee a sanctuary therein for thy name, saying,
9If, when evil cometh upon us, as the sword, judgment, or pestilence, or famine, we stand before this house, and in thy presence, (for thy name is in this house,) and cry unto thee in our affliction, then thou wilt hear and help.

Verses 5-9

· Jehoshaphat stood amongst the congregation and declared God’s might and recorded his wondrous deeds.

· Praising God and giving thanks to God is a good starting place for everything in our lives.

· Verse 9 shows that the Israelites had known that just because they were God’s chosen people it did not exempt them from difficulties.
· We are not redeemed from persecution (2 Timothy 3:12).
· As Christians we are not exempt from problems but we can ask the Problem-Solver for help.

2, Repent (verse 3)
3And Jehoshaphat feared, and set himself to seek the LORD, and proclaimed a fast throughout all Judah.

Verse 1

· The armies came not just to battle against Jehoshaphat’s army but to destroy it.

Verse 2

· Someone brought the bad news to Jehoshaphat.

· There will always be people who will bring bad news.

· Job had bad news brought to him (Job 1:14-19) as did Jairus (Luke 8:49).

Verse 3

· Jehoshaphat’s initial response was fear. But he didn’t dwell on that fear.

· He ‘set himself’ to seek the Lord. That means that he was determined to seek God and get an answer from Him.

· He did this by proclaiming a fast.

· Leaders (pastors, elders, parents) have a God-given right to proclaim a fast to seek God for help, guidance or instruction.

3. Ask (verse 4)
4And Judah gathered themselves together, to ask help of the LORD: even out of all the cities of Judah they came to seek the LORD.

Verse 4

· Everybody fasted and asked God for help.

· They knew that God’s help was needed.

· Sometimes our best prayer is HELP. 

· Sometimes we need to dial a spiritual 999.

4. Yield (verses 13-19)
13And all Judah stood before the LORD, with their little ones, their wives, and their children.
14¶ Then upon Jahaziel the son of Zechariah, the son of Benaiah, the son of Jeiel, the son of Mattaniah, a Levite of the sons of Asaph, came the Spirit of the LORD in the midst of the congregation;
15And he said, Hearken ye, all Judah, and ye inhabitants of Jerusalem, and thou king Jehoshaphat, Thus saith the LORD unto you, Be not afraid nor dismayed by reason of this great multitude; for the battle is not yours, but God's.
16To morrow go ye down against them: behold, they come up by the cliff of Ziz; and ye shall find them at the end of the brook, before the wilderness of Jeruel.
17Ye shall not need to fight in this battle: set yourselves, stand ye still, and see the salvation of the LORD with you, O Judah and Jerusalem: fear not, nor be dismayed; to morrow go out against them: for the LORD will be with you.
18And Jehoshaphat bowed his head with his face to the ground: and all Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem fell before the LORD, worshipping the LORD.
19And the Levites, of the children of the Kohathites, and of the children of the Korhites, stood up to praise the LORD God of Israel with a loud voice on high.

Verses 13-15

· All the people came before the Lord. They were expectant. 

· We need to be expectant when we pray.

· God answers Jehoshaphat’s cry for help.

· God tells them not to be afraid or dismayed (verse 15). This speaks to Jehoshaphat’s fear in verse 3.

· The reason for not needing to fear is that the battle was not theirs but the Lord’s (verse 15). What a reassurance!

· This answers Jehoshaphat’s first admission in verse 12.

· The class bully can not hurt you when your big brother is around.

Verse 16

· God reveals the enemy’s battle plans to Jehoshaphat just as He did in 2 Kings 6:12.

· This answers Jehoshaphat’s second admission in verse 12.

· God can reveal to us the devil’s plans and strategies if we will spend time seeking God and listen expectantly for His reply.

Verse 17

· Again, God tells Jehoshaphat that there is no need to fight, reinforcing what He said in verse 15 (see Exodus 14:13).

· God will reveal to us Satan’s battle plans if we ask Him and take the time to listen.

· Jehoshaphat was told to stand still and see the salvation of the Lord (this is in response to Jehoshaphat’s third admission in verse 12).

· Previously he looked to God for an answer, now he could look at God’s answer.

· The salvation of the Lord in this instance is God’s plan defeating Satan’s plan.

· They still had to go out but God was with them. ‘But God’ says it all.

· There is a problem but God will help; I am sick but God will heal me; I have been made redundant but God will give me a better job.

Verses 18-19

· All of the people worshipped and praised God for His reply. They did this before the victory.

· They simply believed God and His word.

· As Christians we should do likewise; believe God and His word, NOT the circumstances and situations that are all around us.

· Our situation does not alter God’s word.

5. Expect (verses 21-24) 
21And when he had consulted with the people, he appointed singers unto the LORD, and that should praise the beauty of holiness, as they went out before the army, and to say, Praise the LORD; for his mercy endureth for ever.
22And when they began to sing and to praise, the LORD set ambushments against the children of Ammon, Moab, and mount Seir, which were come against Judah; and they were smitten.
23For the children of Ammon and Moab stood up against the inhabitants of mount Seir, utterly to slay and destroy them: and when they had made an end of the inhabitants of Seir, every one helped to destroy another.
24And when Judah came toward the watch tower in the wilderness, they looked unto the multitude, and, behold, they were dead bodies fallen to the earth, and none escaped.

Verses 21-24

· Jehoshaphat’s army started to sing praises to God even before the battle started, yet alone before the battle was won.

· Again, we see their faith in God.

· In Exodus 15:1-21 the Israelites sang after God had given them the victory.

· Jehoshaphat placed singers (not soldiers) first. 

· Praising God is the first step to victory even when we seem to be in an impossible situation.

· Only after they began to sing did God start to set the ambushes. 
· God works in response to our faith.

· The enemy was thoroughly confused and they all killed each other.

Expectant Faith (1 Kings 18:44-45)

44And it came to pass at the seventh time, that he said, Behold, there ariseth a little cloud out of the sea, like a man's hand. And he said, Go up, say unto Ahab, Prepare thy chariot, and get thee down, that the rain stop thee not.
45And it came to pass in the mean while, that the heaven was black with clouds and wind, and there was a great rain. And Ahab rode, and went to Jezreel.

“My soul, wait thou only upon God; for my expectation is from him” 

           Psalm 62:5

· Lord Horatio Nelson is quoted as saying, “England expects that every man will do his duty”. 

· The words, “England expects…” have been said many times over the years by many an Englishman. 

· Expectation is something we need more of. 

· Expectant faith is a term we don’t often hear but expectant faith gets results.

· It is a faith that works because our expectation is from God Himself. 

· That means whatever God tells us will happen, we can expect it to happen. 

· That is good news for every believer everywhere.

· When you expect something to happen you make plans, you prepare. 

· When a woman is pregnant we say that she is expecting her baby. 

· This expectation causes much preparation: the nursery is decorated; baby clothes and toys are bought; a pram is bought etc. 

· You see, expectancy brings action. If there is no action, no preparation there is no expectation.

· We can say it this way - If there is no expectation there is no faith!

· We need to start believing the positive, believing what God has said and expecting it to come to pass. 

· Maybe you are sick today. Believe what God says about His provision for healing and act upon it. 

· The first thing you can do is to speak the same things that God speaks about healing. 

· Then see yourself healed, see yourself doing the things that you can’t do right now. Then start doing them with expectant faith.

· We know the saying “Expect the unexpected” but we need to expect the expected. You won’t be disappointed. Amen. 

· Notice that there was a great rain – not just a shower!

· God desires to bless us but He can’t unless we walk by faith.

· When we walk by faith we walk right in to the blessings of God. Amen. 

6. Receive (verses 25-28)
We could say receive with thanksgiving. 

25And when Jehoshaphat and his people came to take away the spoil of them, they found among them in abundance both riches with the dead bodies, and precious jewels, which they stripped off for themselves, more than they could carry away: and they were three days in gathering of the spoil, it was so much.
26And on the fourth day they assembled themselves in the valley of Berachah; for there they blessed the LORD: therefore the name of the same place was called, The valley of Berachah, unto this day.
27Then they returned, every man of Judah and Jerusalem, and Jehoshaphat in the forefront of them, to go again to Jerusalem with joy; for the LORD had made them to rejoice over their enemies.
28And they came to Jerusalem with psalteries and harps and trumpets unto the house of the LORD.

Verse 25

· The enemy’s spoil was so great that it took the Israelites three days to carry it all off (this is the financial prosperity spoken of in verse 20).

· The Israelites collected riches and precious jewels from the soldiers. 
· Why would soldiers go to war wearing jewellery like this? 
· Because they were certain of their victory.

· Overconfidence in anything other than God will lead to failure.

Verse 26

· On the fourth day (i.e. after they had collected their spoils) they assembled together in the Valley of Berachah to worship God. (Berachah means blessing).

· God blessed them abundantly as He said He would. 
· All they had to do was obey God’s word. 
· God will bless us too with abundance if we will simply obey His word.

· When we receive a promise from God we should remember that God is the Promise Keeper.

· How often do we fail to thank God properly when He blesses us, when He answers our prayers?

Verses 27-28

· The people all returned to Jerusalem still rejoicing at God’s victory.

· Jehoshaphat was leading his people in this celebration. 

· It is right that leaders (Pastors etc.) lead and set the example for their flocks.
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