The God of More Than Enough

Introduction

· The news media is telling us about a ‘credit crunch’, recession, job losses and so on. 

· People are saying that they don’t have enough to make ends meet. 
· Now I know what it is like not to have enough – it is not a good place to be. But please remember, although we are in the world we are not of the world. We don’t have to live as the world lives. 

· In Exodus 25:2 when the Israelites were in the wilderness (at a time when they didn’t have jobs) God told Moses to tell the people to take up an offering. 

· Exodus 36:6-7 God’s people gave with such generosity that Moses had to tell them to stop giving. Now that’s not something you see in churches today! 

· The NIV says in verse 7 that there “…was more than enough”. God is a God of the ‘more than enough’. 

· God has ‘more than enough’ and is ‘more than enough’ willing to give you ‘more than enough’. Amen. 
· God is able to do more than we think. He desires for us to increase our capacity to believe and receive from Him.

· Luke 6:38 – the return is more than enough.
· John 10:10 – abundant means more than enough.
The Wilderness

· The Israelites were in the wilderness for 40 years moaning and groaning against God. They moaned about having no water and having no food. Yet He had told them that they would enter the Promised Land. 
· Today many Christians will moan and groan about their economic situation – the price of petrol, the price of food, the price of gas and electricity etc. We are no different to the Israelites. 
· No matter what situation we might be in God is a God of more than enough. 
· Exodus 16:11-18 we read about God providing manna in the wilderness for the Israelites. Notice that each person gathered what they needed – a lot for a big family and a little for a small family; but when they measured it out, they each had one omer. In other words, the amount they had was sufficient. That is God’s word to you today – whatever He has given you is sufficient. 
· God is well able to adjust the purchasing power of your money. If you only have a little, He can ensure that what you have is enough. 
· Please do not fall in to the trap of looking at your circumstances (your financial situation) and adjusting your standard of living accordingly. 
· In Hebrew the word omer also means a promise. God promises to meet our need, and then to continue meeting it. Amen. 
· No, if you obey God concerning your finances the promise of having all your needs met - and extra - will be fulfilled. Notice here that the word, omer is an anagram of more. God is able to provide you with more than enough. Amen. 

· You might say that everything I say sounds good but you are living in a ;famine of finances’. 

Blessings in a Famine

· Every day the news tells us there is a ‘credit crunch’ and that people are suffering financially. 
· Although that is true, I do not believe that God’s people have to be affected in this way if they are a tither and a sower – if they give with a willing heart. 
· Psalm 37:19 – if you don’t worry you will be satisfied (full, enough) – even in a famine. 

· We do not need to allow the world’s systems to influence us. 
· Exodus 10:23 when the plagues were affecting Egypt we are told that there was no darkness in Goshen. No the Israelites had light. Just when darkness was affecting Egypt, God’s people had light. 
· When financial darkness is operating in the world, God’s people should be living in financial light. 
· Genesis 26:1-13 when Isaac sowed during a famine. He sowed where God told him to sow, when everybody else was going to Egypt (representing the world). You will see in verse 13 that Isaac became very great in his possessions. Not only that, but Isaac received his hundredfold return that same year. When you sow what God tells you to sow, and where God tells you to sow, you will receive a hundredfold return without having to wait for years! 
· As Isaac continued to sow he continued to reap. Even the wells that had been stopped up were re-opened. There was famine in the land, yet Isaac had prospered and his land was well-watered. When you sow, and continue to sow your finishing position will always be greater than your starting position. In other words, you will have more than enough. 
· You can go from owing to owning. 
· Right now, you might owe money for your car or house; but as you sow and continue to sow you will end up owning that car and that house outright. 
· We can also read in Job 5:20-22 who encourages us that God was able to redeem us in a time of famine:

· God will always bless His faithful ones during a famine. We have seen that He did it for Isaac. But He also did it for Abram. 
· Genesis 12:10 that Abram went to Egypt during a famine.

· The end of Chapter 12 and the beginning of Chapter 13 tell us that God blessed Abram in Egypt and he returned to the land of Canaan, a wealthy man. 
· In all that we have read in this teaching God spoke to His people who sowed despite the circumstances. 
· Our God is above our circumstances, and we need to remember that. 
· God wants us to trust Him today with our finances. 
· It is easy to sow financially when you have abundance but it takes faith to sow when there is a famine. 
· God is looking for us to be obedient to His word despite what we hear on the news reports or read in the newspapers. 
· Please do not be afraid to sow in the Kingdom. God is no man’s debtor and He is well able to provide for you in all things. 
· King David wrote Psalm 37:25 when he was old, and tells us that in all his years God has never failed to provide for His loved ones. You will not be the first! 

· No, God does not want us to beg for bread, or beg for anything from Him. The Syro-Phoenician woman of Mark 7:24-28 begged for the crumbs that fell from the master’s table. She had to beg for crumbs because she did not have a covenant relationship with God. We don’t have to beg for crumbs because we do have a covenant relationship with God. God is a loving Father who delights to bless us. He delights in our prosperity. 
· In Luke 16:21 Lazarus wanted the crumbs that fell from the rich man’s table. 
· God wants us to prosper, but whether we prosper or not is up to us placing our faith in His word and sowing in faithful obedience, believing for a harvest. The best harvest we can have is a hundredfold harvest in the same year that we sow. Let us believe for the best. Amen.  
· God is the God of more than enough but we must do something – we must believe it and speak it. 

· Ephesians 3:20 – the power is the power of faith. 

· Proverbs 22:13 – speaking negative gets negative results.
Biblical Examples of God as the God of more than enough
· 2 Kings 4:1-7 The pot of oil lasts
· 2 Kings 8:1-6 
· The woman left everything and was provided for for 7 years. 
· On her return she got everything back PLUS income from her land for the previous 7 years. 

· 2 Kings 4:42-44 – feeding of 100. 
· Matthew 14:13-21 – feeding of 5000 with 5 loaves and 2 fishes. 

· Matthew 15:29-38 – feeding of 4000 with 7 loaves and a few (3) small fish. 

When we obey in faith we will see that God truly is the God of more than enough. Amen. 
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