 The Holy Spirit

God wants us to Receive the Holy Spirit

· Acts 19:1-2 – this is like many in the church today!

· The Apostle Paul said, “And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit” (Ephesians 5:18). 
· The Apostle Paul knew from his own experience the need to be filled with the Holy Spirit.

· So did Jesus

· Jesus said, “Receive ye the Holy Ghost” (John 20:22).  
· We need Him also.

· Acts 10:38
· Acts 1:2, 8
The Trinity

· In 1 John 5:7, we read, ‘For there are three that bear record in heaven, the father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost: and these three are one.’

· Nowhere in the Bible do we see the Holy Spirit mentioned as the third person of the Trinity but theology has taught us this concept. 

· I believe that it is misleading to use the terms ‘first person’, ‘second person’ and ‘third person’ because in our thinking we associate these numerical adjectives with priorities or performance. 

· John 14:16 “And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you forever”. 
· Here Jesus is equating Himself with the Holy Spirit

· I want to look at the word another in John 14:16. 
· In Greek there are two different words that could have been translated another – heteros and allos. 
· The word heteros means ‘another of a different kind’, and it is where we get words like heterosexual from. 
· The word allos means ‘another of the same kind’. 

· Apple – heteros fruit = banana

· Apple – allos fruit = apple

· Often, because the Holy Spirit is called ‘Spirit’, God is called ‘Father’, and Jesus is called ‘Son’; we think that the Holy Spirit is totally different. 
· But this is not the case. 
· John 4:24 says, “God is a Spirit”, and 
· John 1:14 says, “And the Word was made flesh” indicating that before Jesus’ birth He was Spirit, therefore he was God. 
· God the Father through the power of the Holy Spirit made the Word flesh. 
· From this, Jesus was a Spirit before He was made flesh. 
· This all shows the equality of the Godhead (not Trinity).  

Pentecost

· “And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one place. And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting...And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost…” (Acts 2:1-2, 4). 

· What was the result of this infilling of the Holy Spirit? 
· The disciples were totally transformed with boldness from God. 3000 people were saved (Acts 2:41). 

· A little later in Acts 3 we see the account of Peter and John healing the man crippled from birth. 
· Their boldness caused them to act in faith, responding to the leading of the Holy Spirit. 
· This mighty miracle caused the religious Jewish leaders to ask, “By what power, or by what name, have ye done this?” (Acts 4:7). 
· They recognised a difference in the disciples from those men who had run away from the Garden of Gethsemane (Matthew 26:56). 
· They recognised the power.

· Peter’s response in Acts 4:8-12 is full of boldness. Verse 8 says, “Then Peter, filled with the Holy Ghost, said unto them…” 
· It is only with the power of the Holy Spirit that you have boldness to speak in such a way to people who could imprison you. 

· “Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were unlearned and ignorant men, they marveled; and they took knowledge of them, that they had been with Jesus” (Acts 4:13). 
· This miracle silenced the religious leaders, “And beholding the man that was healed standing with them, they could say nothing against it” (Acts 4:14). 

· This miracle, which Acts 4:16 calls a notable miracle, was a miracle that could not be denied. 
· We have just read in Acts 4:14 that the disciples were unlearned and ignorant men. 
· Yet, this was no hindrance to them. In fact, I think it was a help. 
· So many Christians today have ‘theologised’ the Holy Spirit to such a degree that they miss His power. 
· They try to explain the power away rather than receive it. 

· It is a case of, “Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof” (2 Timothy 3:5). 
· Paul goes on to say in the same verse, “…from such turn away”. 

The Anointing

· God is omnipresent, but His presence is not always felt everywhere. 
· It is the Holy Spirit who manifests the presence of God. 
· The presence of the Holy Spirit is the anointing of the Holy Spirit for service unto Him. 

· Many times, we hear Christians say things like, “Wouldn’t it be wonderful if Jesus were physically present with us right now”. 
· Whilst I understand the sentiment of such a statement, the answer is that it would not be wonderful.

· Jesus said in John 16:7, “Nevertheless I tell you the truth; it is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you.” 
· Jesus is saying here that it is to our benefit that He ascends to His Father. 
· Unless He did, He could not send us the Holy Spirit. 
· The Holy Spirit can dwell in every believer all of the time - something a physical Jesus cannot do.
· Jesus promised never to leave us nor forsake us. 
· Yes, according to Ephesians 3:17 Jesus lives in our hearts by faith. But that is not the same as Jesus being with us physically. 

· We do not always feel His presence with us. 
· But when His presence is with us, it is in the form of the anointing. 
· The anointing of the Holy Spirit is the presence of the Holy Spirit. 
· Let me explain it this way. 
· When I was married, my wife, Angela, and I exchanged marriage vows. 
· One of them was to forsake all others and to be faithful until we died. 

· In the sense that we exchanged vows, we are together always but we are not always together in the same place.

The Anointing and Oil

· In the Bible, oil often symbolises the Holy Spirit. 
· When we look at some of the properties of oil, we can make comparisons with the Holy Spirit.

Oil Evaporates

· If oil, for example olive oil, is left unused and exposed for some time it will start to evaporate. 
· You may not see it evaporate in front of your eyes but it will slowly evaporate. 
· It is a little like watching a clock; it is not easy to see the minute hand move when you are staring at it, but if you go away for a few minutes and return you will notice that there has been movement. 

· The Holy Spirit does not physically evaporate as oil does but if you neglect Him, it will seem as if His anointing has evaporated. 

Oil Needs Renewing

· If you left some oil in your kitchen cupboard unused for some time it will diminish in quality and will look slightly opaque. 
· It is not good for its intended purpose and needs renewing.

Oil Leaks

· Oil leaks, even if there is a tiny hole that cannot be seen with the naked eye. 
· Yes, you can keep on topping up with oil but that doesn’t stop the leak. 
· It is far better to fix the hole first. 
· Many Christians have tiny holes in their lives through which their oil can leak; holes of unforgiveness, holes of bitterness, holes of persistent sin etc. 

The Holy Spirit Will Teach You

· The things of God can only be understood spiritually that is why we need the Holy Spirit, so that we can know these spiritual truths. 
· John 16:13 tells us that ‘…he will guide you into all truth…’ 
· Not just some truth but all truth. 
· God’s word is truth. Therefore, this verse means that the Holy Spirit will guide us (or teach us) the word of God, the Bible.

· “But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things…” are the words of Jesus recorded in John 14:26. 
· Notice that the Holy Spirit will teach us all things, not just some things. 
· Of course, we need to have teachable hearts in order to be taught. 

· There are so many scriptures that speak about the Holy Spirit as our teacher. 
· For example: 

· 1 Corinthians 2:13 ‘…not in the words which man’s wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual with spiritual’. 
· This verse tells us that the Holy Spirit will give us spiritual revelation, not just head knowledge.

· 1 John 2:27 ‘But the anointing which ye have received of him abideth in you, and ye need not that any man teach you: but as the same anointing teacheth you of all things…’ 
· This verse tells us that it is the anointing that teaches. 
· It is NOT saying that there is no place for Bible teachers; which incidentally is the only one of the ministry gifts listed in all three listings of the spiritual gifts (Romans 12:6-8; 1 Corinthians 12:7-11; Ephesians 4:11). 
· This verse is saying that you do not need any man (independent of God) to teach you but that you DO need a man dependent on God to teach you. 
· The Holy Spirit teaches you through the anointing on a gifted Bible teacher.

· As an evangelist, I believe in discipleship. 
· I don’t just want to see people saved I want to see them equipped. 
· Jesus said in Mark 16:15 to “…preach the gospel…” but He also said in Matthew 28:19, 20 to “…teach all nations…” and “Teaching them to observe all things…”  
· It is from a combination of these two verses that God gave me the motto, Reaching The Lost, Teaching The Found for this ministry. 
· You will see it at the bottom of all notepaper, on business cards and on the website. 

The Holy Spirit Will Help Us to Remember

· In the second part of John 14:26 Jesus said, “…and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you”. 
· That is good news, especially for people who say they have a bad memory! 
· The Holy Spirit will bring back to our remembrance all things that God has spoken to us. 
· That means 100%. 
· In many churches today, overhead projectors or powerpoint presentations are used to project images to help congregations understand and remember the sermon. 
· The reasoning behind this is that according to researchers 
· we remember about 10% of what is said

· but over 50% of what we both hear and see. 
· of course, over 50% is better than 10%. 
· but 100% is better than 50%, and the Holy Spirit will bring back 100% of the things God has spoken to us. 

· If you cannot remember Sunday’s sermon, don’t worry; when you need to know it the Holy Spirit will bring it back to your remembrance. 
The Holy Spirit will Lead Us 
· Romans 8:14 says, “For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God”. 
· Notice that this verse says led, not driven. 
· God does not force us to follow Him but He does desire it and encourages it.
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