The Ministry of the Evangelist

The Evangelist (word forms)
· Firstly, the Bible has very little to say about the work of an evangelist! But what it does say is of great importance.
· The word evangelist literally means a messenger of good and comes from the Greek word euangelistes (eu = good; angelos = messenger).

· The English word gospel (a noun - euangelion) means a good message which originally denoted a reward given when good news was presented.
· For example, we might give a child sweets for having a good school report.

· The English word gospel (a verb - euangelizo) is the act of bringing good news and is from where we get our English word evangelise. 
The Witness (word forms)

· The English word witness (a noun) comes from the Greek words martus or martur and is from where we get our English word martyr. 

· It denotes a person who tells what he or she has seen, heard or knows.
· In other words, it means to testify.

· The English word witness (a verb) comes from the Greek word martureo and is a person who tells what they have seen, heard or know.

Testimony

· The English word testimony comes from the Greek marturion or marturia and has the same Greek root as the word witness.
· For example:

· Matthew 24:14 NIV = testimony; KJV = witness
· Acts 4:33 NIV = testimony; KJV = witness

The Evangelist and the Witness

· Ephesians 4:11 calls some to be evangelists but Acts 1:8 calls all believers to be witnesses (martureo - a verb).
· A witness is not a passive role it is an active role. 

· So, the evangelist has a special calling and anointing to preach the Gospel but every Christian has a responsibility to witness to his neighbour (to speak of what you have seen or heard or know).

· Remember that Jesus called all believers to be witnesses. 

Philip the Evangelist
· The word evangelist or evangelists are only used three times in the KJV version of the Bible

· Acts 21:8, Ephesians 4:11 and 2 Timothy 4:5
· Many Bible commentators agree that Paul’s second letter to his spiritual son, Timothy was his last letter written while he was in prison in Rome. 

· If that is so then we need to look carefully at Paul’s last words about doing the work of an evangelist.

· At the time of this letter Timothy was overseeing many churches that Paul had planted in Asia Minor. 
· Despite overseeing these churches Paul’s last charge to him was to do the work of an evangelist. 
· He didn’t say to be an evangelist but to do the work of an evangelist - there is a difference. 

· So what is the work of an evangelist?

· We can learn a lot from Philip the evangelist - the only person in the Bible to have this title. 

· Philip was one of the seven deacons listed in Acts 6 but it is obvious that he didn’t stay in the role of a deacon - God had other plans for him.

· After persecution broke out in Jerusalem, we read in Acts 8:5 about Philip who was preaching Christ unto the people. 

· The word for preached is the Greek kerusso which is a verb and means to proclaim, to speak out, to herald or announce. 

· A bit like town criers of old would do.

· So, the main role of the evangelist is to proclaim the risen Christ.
1. So, when Paul encourages Timothy to do the work of the evangelist he was telling Timothy to keep preaching the Gospel.

· In Acts 8:6 we see that Philip had miracles accompanying his preaching.

· Miracles, signs and wonders are not specific to an evangelist:

· 2 Corinthians 12:12 - signs and wonders are with the Apostle.

· Mark 16:17-18 - signs and wonders accompany the believer.   
· It is worth noting that not all evangelists have signs and wonders following their ministry, but it does not mean that they could not.
· All believers should believe for the miraculous!

2. So, when Paul encourages Timothy to do the work of the evangelist he was encouraging him to operate with signs and wonders. 

· Next, we see Philip obey the Lord in Acts 8:26-29 where he left this wonderful revival meeting to go the desert road.
· On this road he witnessed to one person.

· So, the evangelist needs to be willing to speak to crowds and to individuals - Jesus did.

· For example, the Sermon on the Mount and the woman at the well.

3. So, when Paul encourages Timothy to do the work of the evangelist he was encouraging him to share his faith with whoever, whenever. 
· In Acts 8:30-35 Philip taught the Ethiopian eunuch the meaning of the verses he was reading.

4. So, when Paul encourages Timothy to do the work of the evangelist he was encouraging him to teach the word of God. 

· Next, we see Philip the Evangelist baptise the converted Ethiopian (Acts 8:36-39). 

· It is not usual these days for evangelists to baptise their converts but it is a part of the Great Commission (Matthew 28:19).

5. So, when Paul encourages Timothy to do the work of the evangelist he was encouraging him to baptise new believers. 
· After this event Philip was translated to Azotus and then ministered in all the cities to Caesarea (Acts 8:40).

· Here we see Philip operating as an itinerant minister.
6. So, when Paul encourages Timothy to do the work of the evangelist he was encouraging him to be itinerant if necessary. 

· In the same verse (Acts 8:40) Philip eventually settles down in Caesarea.

· We can see this from Acts 21:8 when Paul stayed with Philip several years later. 

· So, for a long time Philip was an evangelist in one area. 

· Today, there are many local church evangelists who evangelise in many different ways to reach their communities. 

· Maybe he travelled a bit but we know that he married and had a family (Acts 21:9). 
7. So, when Paul encourages Timothy to do the work of the evangelist he was encouraging him to stay in one place if necessary. 

· We learn something else about Philip in Acts 21:9 - he spent time with his family.

· Often when in ministry our families can be neglected.

· Philip’s daughters were still virgins - they had not given in to any worldly pressures.

· The Greek word used for virgin is parthenos and is the same Greek word used of Mary in Matthew 1:23. 

· Philip’s daughters also prophesied (Acts 21:9) which meant that they were Godly young women.  

8. When Paul encourages Timothy to do the work of the evangelist he was encouraging him not to neglect his family. 

Building Up the Church

· As well as actually ministering the Gospel, the evangelist has a role to build up the church (Ephesians 4:12).

· The evangelist needs to teach the church how to evangelise and encourage the church to get out and do the work of an evangelist.

· The next sessions will be looking at different aspects of how the evangelist can fulfil Ephesians 4:12 by teaching and encouraging the church:

· Praying for the lost, Counselling, Open Air evangelism etc.  
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