Praying for the Lost

1. God Wants People Saved
· God wants people saved; it is His will (John 3:16; 1 Timothy 2:4; 2 Peter 3:9; Galatians 1:4). 

· His word is His will and His will is His word.
· If it is God’s will to save people, why are there so many going to Hell?

· The answer is simple; Jesus will not override someone’s will. If people don’t choose salvation, God will not force it upon them.

· Jesus has given us the Great Commission (Matthew 28:18-20; Mark 16:15-18). 

· It is up to us to work with Jesus. 
· We are His co-workers (1 Corinthians 3:9; 2 Corinthians 6:1).

· Praying “Lord if it be your will to save such and such” is a prayer of ignorance. Some people pray like this out of ignorance; some as a cop-out. It takes away any responsibility from them to witness. They could pray and say, “Well I prayed, they aren’t saved, so I suppose it’s not God’s will to save them”.

· There is no need to pray, “God please save such and such”. God has already done all that He can do by giving His Son to the world as a sacrifice for our sins (John 3:16). 
· Most Christians pray like this out of ignorance. But it is not a Biblical way to pray for the lost.
· God is not going to reach down from Heaven and physically save someone – He can’t; He has already done all He can by sending Jesus. 
· If God could reach out of Heaven to save whoever He chooses, then Jesus’ death would have been unnecessary. He could save whoever He wants by His choice, not their choice.
· God is not a respecter of persons, so He doesn’t choose who to save. People choose to be saved.

· Unless people know they need a saviour (and it is our job to tell them) then they can’t call upon His name.

· We must tell them that Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world (John 1:29; Hebrews 10:4, 10).

2. First We Must Preach the Gospel
· First of all we must realise that the Good News is Good News (news is always past tense), it is not good prophecy. In other words, Jesus has already died on the cross and done all that He can do to save everybody (John 19:30).

· God has made every provision for the salvation of the world. He sent His Son to die for us; He has sent the Holy Spirit to convict the world of sin; He has given us the Gospel to preach.

· If God has done it all, why doesn’t He just zap people to make them saved?
· Again, it is an issue of a person’s free will. They have a choice to accept or reject the Gospel.
· We must also realise that we are in a spiritual battle. Satan wants people to go to hell.

· Praying for the lost is only effective after people have heard the Gospel. So, the priority is to ensure that people hear the Gospel. That means we have a responsibility to tell people.

· 1 Peter 1:23 tells us that people are born again by the incorruptible seed of the Word of God (not by prayer). 

· So, we need to plant a Gospel seed in someone’s heart first (Mark 4:1-20).

· Preaching the Gospel is like sowing a seed.

· Prayer is watering that Gospel seed. 

· It is no good watering the ground if there is no seed planted.

· You can’t just pray someone into the kingdom.

· Prayer is not a substitute for witnessing.

3. How Do We Pray?

i) For Blind Spiritual Eyes to be Opened

· 2 Corinthians 4:3-4 says that we should pray that the lost will have their spiritual eyes opened so they can see the light and understand the Gospel.

· We need to pray that spiritual eyes would be opened.
· Unbelievers’ spiritual eyes are being blinded by the devil and so we need to pray for their eyes to be opened. 

· These blinded eyes have been blocked so that they will not see the Gospel light.

· So, their decision to reject Jesus is not always a simple choice they make on their own (although it can be if they have heard the gospel once and rejected it through intellectualism for example). They have help – the devil’s help against their will.
· So, it is important that we bind the work of satan in the lives of those we want to witness to. 
ii) Praying God’s Will be Done

· The devil will interfere with someone’s free will, but God won’t. 

· You might ask what the point of intercession is if God won’t go against someone’s free will.

· Yes, it is true that God won’t go against someone’s free will, but our intercession can make a difference:

· If we pray properly for the lost, we should be interfering with the devil’s plans for the lost.

· Our intercession can counter the satanic forces that are affecting or influencing the lost.

· You can pray for situations to change that will bring them into contact with believers.   

· We need to keep on praying for the unsaved people we want to see saved because they can negate our prayers by their actions (or lack of actions) and their freewill choice.

· For example, we could pray that our unsaved friend will meet a Christian today in work or on their way to work and get saved. 
· However, if our unsaved friend does not go to work that day, that specific prayer will not get answered. Even if a Christian knocks on the door, the devil will try to use 101 reasons for your friend not to receive the Gospel (children crying, phone ringing etc.).

· So we need to continue in prayer for their salvation.

· This type of prayer is what we call intercession. 

iii) Pray for More Labourers

· Jesus taught us in Matthew 9:37-38 and Luke 10:2 to send out labourers in the field. 
· We need to pray that labourers will witness to those people we want to see saved. 

· The labourers include us – we can not abdicate our responsibility to witness to those we love, or even those we don’t love! 
· We should also pray for boldness to witness – Acts 4:29.
· We should also pray for compassion. On many occasions Jesus was moved by compassion. For example, Matthew 18:27; Mark 1:4 and Mark 6:34. 
4. Summary

We need to pray: 
(1) That the unsaved will have their spiritual eyes opened. 
(2) That the devil’s plans be confused. 

(3) For bold Christians who are in tune with the Holy Spirit to come across their path and witness the true Gospel to them, not a wishy-washy watered-down Gospel (which is not the true Gospel).

(4) Be responsive to the conviction of the Holy Spirit (John 6:44) and receive the Gospel and then grow in their new-found faith.

· For example, we could pray, “Father God thank you that it is your will to see (name) saved. I come against everything that is keeping them spiritually blind. I sow seeds of confusion into the devil’s plans for (name) life. I command that their spiritual eyes be opened now. Father I loose Christians to come across the path of (name) today. Father God please give these Christians sensitivity to your Holy Spirit and a boldness to speak the words that He gives. Father please send your Holy Spirit to convict (name) of their sin so that they will respond to the Good News. In Jesus’ Name. Amen.”

· When someone repents and receives salvation that is exactly what they get – salvation.
· They may not feel saved, but they are. We don’t need to say, “Let’s stand in faith with them until they feel saved”. That would be ludicrous. 

· Salvation is an accomplished work. Like everything else in the Kingdom of God we receive it by faith, not by feeling.
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