Apologetics Not Apologies

Lesson Structure: 

1. What is an apologetic?
2. Why is an apologetic necessary?
3. Answers to some of the most-asked questions.
Introduction

· Christians should be able to give an apologetic when questioned about the Bible and our faith, not apologise for being a believer.  
· So what is apologetics? 
· Apologetics is the whole area of theology given over to defending the Christian faith. 
· It comes from the Greek word apologia (“Strong’s” 627) meaning to give a defence [at a trial]. 
· The word apologia is used several times in the New Testament, e.g. Acts 25:16, 1 Corinthians 9:3 and 1 Peter 3:15.

Why is an Apologetic Necessary?

· There are many people who simply will not accept the Bible or anything else for that matter without evidence.

· There are many scientists, skeptics and people of other faith who need convincing on either a scientific level, an intellectual level, or a religious level in order to accept Jesus Christ as their Lord and Saviour.  

Answers to some of the most-asked questions.

1. Was Noah’s Flood Global?
· The geographical extent of Noah’s Flood has been debated by both theologians and scientists for over 150 years since the days when Charles Darwin popularised the theory of evolution. 
· Before then the age of the earth and the extent of the flood were not questioned.

· The scientific era of the mid 1850s heralded a new beginning for theologians who thought they had to reinterpret the Bible to harmonise with the newly discovered scientific ‘fact’ that the earth was not thousands, but thousands of millions of years old. 
· This supposed old age of the earth gave new answers to the questions of how fossils arose and thus relegated the great flood to a tranquil stream! 
· In other words, there were rational answers to all things and so a supernatural answer was not required.

· The error of any Christian who compromises any part of scripture to fit the popular view of the day was highlighted at the time of Piltdown Man. 
· This fossil found in Piltdown, Sussex in 1912 was claimed to be man’s ancestor. Many leading theologians of the day changed their whole theology of creation and the flood. 
· Only later to have to re-change it when Piltdown Man was uncovered as a hoax.

· We can be sure that if any popular view conflicts with the Bible it is not the Bible that needs changing!

· Therefore, when scripture teaches a global flood we can be certain it means a global flood. 
· Objections to a global flood can be easily answered:

e.g. Where did the water come from? 
· It might be true that the whole of the atmosphere’s clouds combined could only produce 2 inches of rain. 
· However, the waters did not just come from rain. 
· Scripture teaches that the waters came from the springs of the deep [subterranean waters] and the floodgates of heaven (Genesis 7:11; cf. Genesis 8:2).
e.g. ‘The whole earth’ means the then known world 
· If this was so why did Noah waste 120 years building an ark when he could have just walked to a safe hilly area. 
· Furthermore, why bring animals from safe distant parts to the area where the flood was to occur? 
· In response to the local flood theory we must ask about worldwide flood legends.
· With over 100 such legends there must be a common explanation. 
· The only plausible explanation is that a worldwide flood occurred, and the memories have been passed down from generation to generation during the post-flood and post-Babel migrations. 
· Although the legends might differ slightly a composite account informs us that a worldwide flood destroyed all life on the land, except for eight people and many animals who escaped in a wooden boat. 
· Any child in Sunday School would recognise this as the story of Noah’s Ark. 

· We must also examine the choice of words the Bible uses to describe Noah’s Flood. 
· The Hebrew language has several words which could be used for a flood, but a unique word mabbul (“Strong’s” 3999) is used to describe Noah’s flood. 
· It only appears once outside Genesis - in Psalm 29:10 - where it also appears to refer to the flood. 
· This word suggests a great life destroying surge of water. 
· In addition to this the Greek word kataklusmos (“Strong’s” 2627) (from which our English word cataclysm comes) is used uniquely and exclusively 4 times in the New Testament to describe Noah’s flood - 3 of these times by Jesus. 
· Again, this signifies the utter destruction caused by this event, as there are several other Greek words that can be used to describe a normal flood. 

The Trilobite Destroys Darwin’s Deception

· Charles Darwin wrote “Why then is not every geological formation and every stratum full of such intermediate links? Geology assuredly does not reveal any such finely graduated organic chain; and this, is the most obvious and serious objection which can be urged against my theory” ((‘The Origin Of Species’, First Edition, Chapter 10, page 292). 
· The trilobite totally destroys Darwin’s deception.
· It is the index fossil of the Cambrian Period and lived on the ocean floor. 
· The trilobite was not a simple creature though but had an amazingly complex eye.
· From what did this eye evolve?
· The fossil record shows no ancestral forms – trilobites have always been trilobites. 
· Its compound eye has two lenses – one concave, the other convex – which is an ideal structure for seeing underwater. 
· The mathematics to design this structure was only calculated in the 19th Century. 
· I purchased a trilobite fossil from Liverpool Museum which was found along with many other in the Atlas Mountains in Morocco.
· The question is: How did it get there if it lived on the ocean floor?
· The Biblical Flood is the answer. 
2. Doesn’t Distant Starlight Prove an Old Earth?
· Distant Starlight Problem Solved By Sound Bible Teaching
· There is an age-old question which is: ‘How can light from distant objects (such as stars which are billions of miles from earth) be seen by Adam two days (48 hours) after the stars were created?’

· Scientists tell us that light travels faster than sound. 

· So if we can hear distant sound quickly then we should be able to see light from distant objects more quickly. 

· According to Theologian Dr. John Whitcomb there are three heavens:

· The 1st heaven is the atmosphere, 

· The 2nd heaven is outer space (the universe)

· The 3rd heaven is God’s dwelling place.

· The bible teaches many times that God spoke from Heaven and that His voice was heard (e.g. Matthew 3:17). 

· As God lives in the 3rd heaven (i.e. outside the universe) and if His voice has been heard as soon as it was spoken (Matthew 3:17) then light from inside the universe (which travels faster than sound) should be seen quickly. 

· Thus, the age-old question of how can light from distant objects (such as stars which are billions of miles from earth) be seen by Adam two days (48 hours) after the stars were created can be solved quite simply when compared with God’s voice being heard instantly.

· If sound (which travels slower than light) can be heard instantly over a distance of billions of miles then so could light from stars be seen by Adam (light which travels quicker than sound).

· This reasoning is based on the total authenticity and reliability of scripture.

3. What About Dinosaurs?
· If it were not for the size and monster-like ferocity of some of these creatures we would not give them a second look.
· In 1841 palaeontologist Sir Richard Owen coined the word “dinosaur” which means terrible lizard. Technically the word “dinosaur” only applies to the great lizards of the land.
Is it true that dinosaurs lived 65 million years ago? 
· If you believe the Bible the answer is no. 
· All sea dwelling, flying and land dinosaurs were made on days 5 and 6 respectively. 
· Of course this means that dinosaurs and men must have lived at the same time. There is much evidence to support this:
· Cave paintings of dinosaurs have been found in Zimbabwe and wall paintings in the tributaries of the Grand Canyon. 
· How could people paint them unless they had seen them? 
· What is the origin of dragon legends in England, Europe, China, India and elsewhere?

Are dinosaurs extinct? 
· To prove a creature to be extinct you would need a reliable witness, camcorder in hand, standing on every square yard of land saying “there’s nothing here”. 
· This has never happened. EXTINCTION IS NOT EVOLUTION.

· ”The Mail On Sunday”, May 23 1993 reported that Colonel Blashford-Snell had seen mammoths or stegadons.

· In 1981 scientists in Alaska, and in 1987 scientists in Canada found unfossilised dinosaur bones. If a bone is not fossilised it rots!

· In 1856 the “Illustrated London News” featured an article on French miners who disturbed a living pterodactyl.

· In 1917 a German U-boat sunk the Iberian which exploded in the North Atlantic. A second explosion was heard and out of the sea was thrown a giant 80 foot long sea serpent. This is recorded in the Captain’s Log which is preserved in the German Museum in Berlin.

· These facts are an embarrassment to the theory of evolution.

· “Nature” Vol. 352, August 1 1991, states that DNA in blood will break down in a laboratory in less than 10,000 years. 
· This is according to Oxford molecular biologist Bryan Sykes. 
· If this is so then dinosaurs must be less than 10,000 years old. 
· This fits in very well with the Biblical age of the earth.

· Jurassic Park has done Christians a favour by showing dinosaurs and men living together. 

4. Were the Walls of Jericho Destroyed By an Earthquake?
· The simple answer is no. 
· If an earthquake was the answer then the Bible would make mention of it  - as it does in the Book of Acts.
· We need to consider several practical points in response to skeptics:

· Whilst earthquakes are not common in this area it does not mean that it is impossible for an earthquake to occur.

· An earthquake would have destroyed the entire city, not just the walls (which just happen to be the strongest part of the city). 
· Joshua 6:20-24 mentions that the city stood until Joshua’s men burned it.

· The inhabitants of the city would have been killed but the Bible teaches that the Israelites entered the city and killed its inhabitants (Joshua 6:21).

· Israelites would also have been killed in an earthquake which would be against God’s plan for His people.  

5. Does the Bible Teach About Abortion? If Not Can a Christian Defend this Act?
· Although it is true that the word ‘abortion’ does not appear in the Bible, it must be noted that any modern word does not appear in the Bible. 
· For example, the word ‘environmentalist’ does not appear in the Bible but God’s command to Adam was to care for the land. This amounts to the same thing.

· So, we need to examine the Bible to see what it has to say about life before birth and the sanctity of human life. 

· Scripture is clear that murder is a sin (Exodus 20:13). 

· 2 Timothy 3:15 mentions brephos for a child (infant or toddler). 
· Luke 2:12 and 16 again mentions brephos for a newborn baby. 
· Luke 1:41 mentions the word ‘babe’ (brephos - “Strong’s” 1025) for an unborn baby. 
· As the same Greek word is used on each occasion i.e. for an unborn baby, newborn baby and small child it is evident that God does not differentiate between the three. 
· In other words, God sees no difference between a newly conceived embryo and a two year old child. 
· So, we must conclude that the murder of an unborn baby (abortion) is also a sin.

· See also Genesis, 25:23, Exodus 21:22, Job 10:8-12, Psalm 51:5, Psalm 139:13-16, Ecclesiastes 11:5, Isaiah 49:1 and 5, Jeremiah 1:5. 
· These scriptures prove conclusively that life is life from the point of conception.

6. What About Aliens?

· “There’s life Jim but not as we know it” are the famous words of Mr. Spock to Captain Kirk as the USS Enterprise circled a planet in the TV series Star Trek. 
· But is there life in space? What should the Christian’s response be when the subject of extra-terrestrial life is brought up? 
· As ever we should turn to the Bible for the answer.

Why Believe In Extra-Terrestrial Life?

· The erroneous assumption that life evolved on earth has given rise to speculation that life could have evolved on other planets in the Universe. 
· Although there is no direct evidence that there are any planets outside our Solar System (all planets in our Solar System with the exception of earth are uninhabited) the assumption is made that there must be.
· The reasoning is as follows: 
· There are an estimated 10,000,000,000,000,000,000,000 stars in the observable universe.
· One in a million of these are yellow dwarf stars like our own sun, several of these stars might have a planetary system, several of these planets might be inhabited by living organisms, several of these living organisms might have evolved sufficient intelligence to undergo space travel. 
· This is a probabilistic argument based on the assumption that if the big bang occurred and evolution is true on earth, it must have taken place elsewhere.    
What Does The Bible Teach?

· As with all things we need to examine the Bible for God’s truth concerning the universe. There are several scriptures which are worth noting:

· Genesis 1:14-19. 

· Here is God’s account of the creation of the luminaries (sun, moon and stars). 
· God informs us that their purpose is for signs, a calendar system and light. 
· If there were any other reasons, such as to provide a home for alien life, I am sure the Bible would have recorded them.

· Job 38:4-7. 

· We read that the angels rejoice over the creation of the earth. 
· Hebrews 1:14 tells us that this is because angels were created to minister to the heirs of salvation [human beings]. 
· There is no record of angels rejoicing over the creation of the sun, moon or stars (and the presumed planetary systems orbiting such stars).  

· Psalm 115:16 and Isaiah 45:18. 

· These scriptures suggest the uniqueness of the earth as a sustainer of life. 
· The heavens are the Lord’s but the earth He has given to man. 
· There is no mention of other planets being given for habitation.

· The Bible clearly teaches that God does not show favouritism (Acts 10:34, Romans 2:11 and Ephesians 6:9). 
· The following verses assume the inerrancy of these scriptures:

· Genesis 1:26. 

· God clearly states that we are made in His image and likeness. 
· We can be sure therefore that we [humans] are special to God. 
· If alien life exists, we must ask in whose or what image are they made. 
· If not in God’s image, then surely God has favoured humans for creating us in His image.

· Isaiah 14:12 and Ezekiel 28:17. 

· Here we read the account of Satan’s fall to earth. 
· But why did God cast him to earth where he could tempt Adam and Eve? 
· Surely God could have cast Satan to another planet (if one existed) where he could do no harm to human beings. 
· But if that planet was inhabited by alien life then Satan could have tempted them. 
· Again, this would show favouritism to humans by sparing them from temptation

· Matthew 6:9-13. 

· Jesus taught the Lord’s Prayer: “Your Kingdom come.....” 
· This means that God’s Kingdom will be established on earth (Revelation 21:3). 
· When this happens and the Lord is with us, He can’t be anywhere else. 
· If there is life in other parts of the universe then God will destroy it. 
· “Thy will be done on earth”, there is no mention of God’s will being performed anywhere else in the universe. 
· Again, this would be showing favouritism to humans whilst abandoning all other life forms in the universe.

· John 1:14. 

· This scripture tells us that Jesus became human and dwelt among us. 
· There is no suggestion that He ever became anything else and dwelt among them.

· Romans 8:34 and Hebrews 7:25. 

· Here we read that Jesus intercedes for us. 
· The Bible makes no mention of Jesus interceding for anybody or anything else.

· These scriptures and this reasoning show the uniqueness of human life in the universe. 
· If life did exist elsewhere in the universe then God would not be demonstrating His love for them by destroying them when heaven and earth are destroyed. 
· And we know that God is love (1 John 4:8, 16).      

How Can We Explain Close Encounters?
· I believe that the simple answer to this question is satanic deception.
· Satan is a deceiver (Revelation 20:10), a murderer and the father of lies (John 8:44). 
· He can masquerade as an angel of light (2 Corinthians 11:14) and counterfeit good works for his destructive purposes (Matthew 24:24 and 2 Thessalonians 2:9). 
· His demons can inhabit human bodies (Matthew 8:28), cause physical ailments (Matthew 12:22) and torment (Acts 5:16). 
· Satan delights in making people look to the stars for answers rather than looking to God. 
· If he can convince people that life has evolved on earth then he can convince people to conclude that life has evolved on other planets also. 
· Thus, the word of God concerning creation is doubted, disbelieved and rejected.

Spiritual Life

· Of course, there is extra-terrestrial life but not as most people know it. 
· Extra-terrestrial means ‘to originate or occur outside or above the Earth’ and so in that sense extra-terrestrial life is spiritual life. 
· We can say that ‘we are not alone’ for the Bible teaches that the living God, Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit and the angels are all real.
7. With all the halal meat around these days what happens if I eat some?

· This is a question which has many people wondering. 

· Many people buy food in all innocence and are unaware that it might be halal. 

· Yes, there are scriptures talking about not eating food sacrificed to idols (Acts 15:20, 29 and Revelation 2:14, 20). 

· So, if you believe that eating halal meat falls into the category of ‘food sacrificed to idols’ and you want abstain from halal food that’s okay. 

· But the question still remains, ‘what if I am given this food and I am unaware?’

· Paul says in 1 Timothy 4:3-5 that all food is acceptable if you eat it with thanksgiving. 

· However, if someone wants to refuse halal food, I can respect that decision. 

· Paul also says a lot in Romans 14:13-23 that we can eat whatever we want but if it causes an offence to a weaker brother then we should abstain for their sake. 

· So, the long and the short of it is that it is a matter of choice – if you believe that it is okay to eat everything then it is okay for you, but if you believe it isn’t okay then it isn’t for you. 

· Personally, I don’t check what it is – I just eat and give God thanks (following what Paul said in Romans 14:13-23 and 1 Timothy 4:3-5). 
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