Wake Up to the Lost – Wake Up to Evangelism

· When we wake up, we rub the sleep out of our eyes and wash so that we can see clearly. 
· In other words, to see clearly we need to be awake.

· Ephesians 5:14 tells us that if we wake up then Christ’s light will shine out of us. 
· Romans 13:8-12 talks about the need to love one another. 
· If we put these two verses together, we can see that we need to wake up to the fact that we should love our neighbour. 
· Luke 10:25-37 tells us who our neighbour is. 

· To ‘wake up’ to evangelism is an acrostic: 

Win them, Accept them, Keep them, Educate them, Uplift them, Prepare them.

Win them – Evangelise

· There is a terrible disease that is killing the world’s population: everybody who catches it dies. It is called ‘sin’. 
· The good news is that we who are born again have the antidote, Jesus Christ. 
· He alone is the answer to the sin problem in the world. 
· If there was a natural disease which was caught by everybody and someone had the cure, it would be a crime to withhold it. 
· Yet that is precisely what so many Christians do with the Gospel. 
· Every believer has the antidote to sin and yet so few actively share their faith with those who need it most.

· The message of the Gospel is always relevant but we must preach the relevance of it. 
· It isn’t what we say that is important, but what people hear. 
· Our message should be put forward so that it can be understood easily. 
· Jesus did – He spoke about fish to fishermen, seed to farmers etc. 
· The more we get involved in the message the more complicated the message becomes. 
· The more we allow God to take control, the simpler it becomes.

· We need to speak with compassion, not condemnation. 
· Jesus came to rub sin out, not rub it in. 
· Sometimes we need to soften (smile often) our approach to evangelism, but not the content of the message itself. 
· We need to speak with love about the joy of Heaven but with sadness about Hell. 

· Of course, not everybody is an evangelist but we can all evangelise. 
· We are all called to be witnesses (Acts 1:8). 
· We are all fishers of men. 

· All of us should go into God’s orchard to pick fruit. If the fruit isn’t ripe, we shouldn’t pick it. If we do, it will not ripen but remain hard and sour. We should leave it a while and let the light of God’s Son shine on it. If the fruit is ripe then we should pick it quickly before someone else does (someone who isn’t a Christian). We should not wait too long to go into the orchard but go in every day. There is always fruit to be had if we will go and look. If we don’t go into the orchard, the fruit will fall to the ground and die. Then it is too late to do anything.

Accept Them

· It is important to accept people, as they are, “warts ‘n’ all”. Jesus did. 
· That does not mean that we accept or approve of their sin. 
· We need to realise that we can love the sinner but not the sin. 

· To accept is to love and be impartial. 
· We must learn not to judge others (Matthew 7:1; John 8:7). 
· Oftentimes we are critical and hold prejudices. Galatians 3:28 is a great verse to read showing us not to hold racial, social or sexual prejudices.
· James 2:1-13 tells us not to show favouritism.  

· Somebody might come into the church and become a Christian. 
· This person might have all kinds of problems from their past life that are still affecting them. 
· We must try to understand them and their background. How? 
· By getting to know them, by befriending them and allowing them into our ‘holy huddle’.

Keep Them

· All fishermen want to keep their catch. So should we. 
· If they didn’t, they would go out of business. 
· Nevertheless, some fish do get away. Why? 

· Most people who leave the church do so because of a lack of love. 
· They feel unable to break into our ‘holy huddles’. 
· In Luke 15:1-7 the 100 sheep were together but one went astray. 
· The 99 were kept safe whilst the shepherd went out looking for the lost sheep. 
· We need to learn the value of one. 
· If we don’t then the odd one will always get away, then another, then another until the back door becomes bigger than the front door. 

· If you love someone, you want to be with him or her, to stay with him or her. 
· If we say, we love those who come into the church we will want to be with them and help them to grow in their faith.

· The church will not grow unless we keep the catch. 
· All living things grow. 
· Therefore, if the church is living it will grow. 
· A sign of a living church is that it will be a growing church; growing in both size and maturity. 
· If something isn’t growing, it could be because:

1. It is dead. But we have a God of the resurrection.

2. It is sick. But we have a God who heals.

3. There are growth-restricting factors. Maybe the capacity of the church building prevents growth, or the lack of leaders.

Educate Them

· Matthew 28:19 teaches that we should make disciples. 
· Reaching the Lost, Teaching the Found is this ministry’s mandate.

· It is not only a soul-winning ministry but a teaching ministry. 
· We don’t just want converts. 
· You can convert somebody overnight, but you can’t disciple them overnight. 
· Discipleship takes time. 

· Most people who enter the church know little about the Bible. 
· What little they do know might be wrong and they might have to un-learn some things. 
· They are babes in Christ. 
· Babies need to learn to crawl, walk and talk etc. as they develop, their knowledge will increase. 
· They can’t learn everything at once. 
· They need milk before solid food (1 Corinthians 3:1-2). 

· We need to nurture new Christians and give them the basics first – Bible study, prayer, worship etc. 
· There are two basic ways of learning: 

1. Teaching - usually from somebody who has more knowledge and/or experience.

2. Discovery – trial and error.

Uplift Them (encouragement)

· A new Christian learning about their faith is like a baby learning to walk. 
· He takes a few steps and falls over. 
· We don’t criticise him for falling over but praise him for the steps he has taken. 

· A new Christian might want to share some testimony (which is out of place in a meeting) or a passage of scripture that is helpful to them (which you have probably heard hundreds of times). 
· You don’t criticise them for it, but rather encourage them. 
· Encouragement produces growth. 

· When you teach a child to play cricket, you don’t use a hard bat and ball, and you don’t bowl at pace. 
· You let them know what you are doing, and you bowl gently so that they can hit the ball easily. 
· It is important to give them confidence at an early stage. 
· We don’t lift people up by putting them down.

Prepare Them

· A soldier going into battle is prepared. 
· There are three stages to prepare a soldier:

1. Recruitment (salvation).

2. Basic Training (nurture or basic Bible study then general discipleship).

3. Specific training (specific discipleship, ministry training).

· All soldiers undergo basic training, but their specific training might be as a radar operator, medic or sniper. 
· They are all on the same side when it comes to the battle and all need each other. 

· When someone is prepared, they are ready and on fire. 
· We need them to go out on fire for the Lord, not to come back shot down in flames. 

· When we wake up to the lost, when we wake up to evangelism, we can see clearly that there is a world that needs Jesus. 
· We can all play our part in reaching the lost.
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