Wounding Words

Have you ever walked in to a room full of people and fired arrows at them? No, of course you haven’t. Yet many Christians have spoken words that wound. This teaching will show you the importance of keeping a guard on your tongue. I believe that this teaching will be one of the most important teachings you will ever receive. Psalm 64 tells us about the wounding words that the wicked speak. However, these wounding words can be spoken by Christians against other Christians!
1¶ To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David. Hear my voice, O God, in my prayer: preserve my life from fear of the enemy.
2Hide me from the secret counsel of the wicked; from the insurrection of the workers of iniquity:
3Who whet their tongue like a sword, and bend their bows to shoot their arrows, even bitter words:
4That they may shoot in secret at the perfect: suddenly do they shoot at him, and fear not.
5They encourage themselves in an evil matter: they commune of laying snares privily; they say, Who shall see them?
6They search out iniquities; they accomplish a diligent search: both the inward thought of every one of them, and the heart, is deep.
7¶ But God shall shoot at them with an arrow; suddenly shall they be wounded.
8So they shall make their own tongue to fall upon themselves: all that see them shall flee away.
9And all men shall fear, and shall declare the work of God; for they shall wisely consider of his doing.
10The righteous shall be glad in the LORD, and shall trust in him; and all the upright in heart shall glory.

King David was in fear for his life when he wrote this Psalm. That fear was real. Sometimes fear will cause us to magnify a problem. Verse 2 tells us that there is a secret counsel of the wicked – people who plot wickedness (verse 6). David wanted to be hidden from them because he feared what they might do to him. Those wicked people who whet their tongues are preparing to do evil.

The Sword

In days of old a swordsman would sharpen his sword with a smooth stone. Sometimes this stone would be wet, sometimes dry; but the result was a sharp sword. Verse three likens a tongue to a sword. The tongue also can be sharpened. It is sharpened by preparing evil speech, by rehearsing words that will wound. It is interesting to note that words is an anagram of sword. 
In Proverbs 12:18 we see just how wounding a sword can be:

18¶ There is that speaketh like the piercings of a sword: but the tongue of the wise is health.
A pin prick can cause discomfort for a day or two; a small cut with a knife might be painful for a few days; a large gash would require medical treatment; but what about a wound from a sword? I have a three foot long cavalry sabre from the days of the British Raj in India. It is lethal. One stab could be fatal. But Proverbs 12:18 talks about stabbings – plural. Multiple stabbings speaks to me about a deliberate intent to ensure death. To put it another way, it is premeditated, malicious, hateful etc. So Psalm 64 is talking about evil people who are purposely planning harm.
The Bow and Arrow

Bending the bow was not the act of firing an arrow, but was to attach the bowstring making the bow ready for firing. The bowstring was not kept attached continually as this would reduce the tension of the bow and prevent the arrow from firing faster and further. In other words, the bow would be less effective if the bowstring was continually attached. 

In a battle such as Crecy or Agincourt, the bowmen would string their bows and have their arrows at the ready (usually stood upright on the floor in front of them), not kept in a quiver as it was easier to pick them up off the floor than pull them from a quiver. This all says that the wicked prepare their wounding words so that they are more effective. These evil words that are prepared are bitter words, bitter like acid. Acid is destructive and lethal. 

Every time you speak a bitter word against someone it is like shooting them with an arrow. Imagine going in to a room and shooting arrows at everybody in the room; you wouldn’t do it, yet many people will speak badly against others and think nothing of it. 

These wicked people shoot (speak) their evil words. They speak in secret. Secret means hidden; and occult means hidden. This shows the satanic origin of these wicked people who plan to shoot their arrows (bitter words) at the Godly. 

A bitter word is effective even if you really don’t mean it to be. I watched a documentary about the effectiveness of the English longbow; it was amazing. 
An arrow fired at 100 yards would have little impact on the armour worn by a knight. At 50 yards the arrow would severely dent the armour. At 25 yards the arrow would penetrate the armour and cause death. However, without armour an arrow from a longbow could wound you at 250 yards but kill you at 100 yards. 

To me this says that the closer you are to someone the more deadly your words can be! 
For example, if a stranger who I had never met before came to me and said that I was a bad husband and a lousy father those words would have very little impact. Why not? Their opinion is worthless to me as they don’t know me at all; they are far from me. However, if my wife said those exact same words, it would hurt because she is close to me.

A well-trained bowman could shoot up to ten arrows per minute (and boys practiced every Sunday from the age of seven). If you had thousands of archers there would be thousands of arrows being fired at once. Can you imagine the devastation that would cause? Historical records of battles like Agincourt on 25th October 1415 tell of the sky darkening because the volume of arrows was blocking the light. This tells me that constantly speaking negative, spiteful or hurtful words to someone can darken their lives!   

Archers could use a variety of arrowheads depending upon the enemy they were facing. In the early days of archery the arrowhead was made by simply sharpening the end of the arrow. Metal arrowheads replaced these and then arrowheads with barbs on them. These had a similar function to the barbed hooks used for fishing; once the hook was in it could not be removed without causing serious injury. After the development of armour, arrows were made with steel bodkin arrowheads which could penetrate the armour. We can speak a different range of words to have an impact on a person. If we know a person well we know what words can do them the most damage. 

When you hold a bow and arrow you have control over the arrow. You can aim it but not release it. But when you release the arrow it will fly; you have no control over it. When a word is in your mouth it has no impact but when it is spoken it will have an impact. 

When an arrow hits its target it can have a devastating consequence; possibly death. The damage has been done. An arrow from an English longbow can travel at 180mph. Even at a distance of 300 yards an arrow can hit its target at 100mph.
Maybe the arrow could be removed and the wound could be healed if it was not too serious. In fact because arrows were time consuming to make, after a battle the archers would go around the battlefield and collect the used arrows, even pulling them from dead bodies. Sometimes when we realise what we have said and the impact the words have had we want to take back those words; but we can’t. When a hurtful word is spoken to someone it is just like firing an arrow at them; the damage has been done. Yes, we can apologise but the wound still hurts. And it can take years to heal emotional wounds compared to weeks of healing for a physical wound. 
Secret Shooting  
David is speaking about evil people shooting in secret at the perfect (believers) but we are only perfect in Christ because He is perfect. Perfect can also refer to God Himself. Of course, evil people know that they can not hurt God directly but they can hurt Him by hurting His people. By hurting His children they are hurting Him.

It is a bit like a criminal escaped from prison wanting to hurt the arresting policeman or judge who sentenced him, but can only do so by hurting their children. These evil people speak suddenly i.e. without warning. That is how the devil attacks, and so we need to be prepared always. These evil people do not fear God and so do not care about the consequences of their actions. They are so depraved to cause harm that they don’t fear. 

They encourage themselves by talking together, telling of how bad they have been (thinking that bad is good, something to be proud of). It is a bit like yobs today who think it is cool to have an ASBO. Likewise, many youngsters today say “wicked” meaning “good”. I believe that God hates this corruption of language. In Isaiah 5:20 we read “Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that put darkness for light, and light for darkness; that put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter!”

The wicked are laying snares to trap believers – that is what snares do, they trap. These snares are hidden so that nobody shall see them. A snare has to be hidden to be effective. If it can be seen it can be avoided. You can’t stumble over a boulder but you can stumble over a pebble. We get tripped up by ‘little’ sins more often than ‘big’ sins. Of course sin is sin and according to James 2:10 if you have broken one commandment you have broken them all. 

Not many people have committed adultery but everybody has said something wrong, something spiteful or hurtful etc. If the devil said to commit adultery with a pretty woman in the office not many men would because it is easy to avoid a big boulder. But if a man had an argument with his wife and went to work feeling down, and the same woman started to ask what was wrong and had a chat over coffee and found that they had a lot in common etc. Then they started to go to lunch together, work late together etc. and eventually committed adultery resulting in divorce. What is the difference? The small pebbles tripped him up because they were harder to see and harder to avoid. The man would say something like, “I didn’t see it coming” or “I didn’t see the warning signs”. No he didn’t because it was done secretly. 

One Arrow From God

God shall shoot at them but not to kill them or destroy them. God does not want anybody to go to hell. God will convict them, not condemn them. Conviction gives a way out, condemnation does not. God will shoot an arrow, not many arrows like the wicked shoot. One arrow from God is enough. Don’t forget that arrows are words; so we can say that one word from God is enough.

One word from God was enough for Abram to leave his home and go to Canaan. One word from God was enough for Mary to conceive the Saviour of the world. One word from God was enough for Peter to step out of the boat. 

Bitter words are evil arrows, and so God’s arrow must be a good word. Jesus is the Word made flesh (John 1:14). This shows that Jesus is enough; enough to achieve anything; enough to provide for everybody. The wicked shall be wounded; not a physical wound but a spiritual wound (words are spiritual). This wound is a conviction causing the wicked to repent, and come to salvation through Jesus Christ. 

They shall make their own tongue to fall upon themselves means that they shall reap what they have sown. Because they have sown negative, evil words they shall reap the result of these negative, evil words. Any negative thing that happens to them is as a result of their own words, not God punishing them. 

The righteous shall be glad because just like God they want to see the sinner saved. David prayed and God answered his prayer. God is a faithful God and will answer righteous prayers. 

The upright in heart are believers who shall glory (praise God). Even though wicked things might have been done to the believer they will rejoice when the sinner is saved and give glory to God. 

Believers should have no desire to repay evil for evil (Romans 12:17, 21). No, our words should bless and not curse. Amen. 
